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SFC Upper School receives 
National Blue Ribbon for  
an Exemplary High 
Performing School in 2017

FEATURE2

How did santa fe christian’s Upper School win 
the National Blue Ribbon for a High Performing 
Exemplary School from the Department of Education? 

Empowerment. The principal is empowered to run the school. 
The faculty are empowered to own their curriculum and try 
new teaching methods. Students are empowered to ask big 
questions, take courses which pursue their passions, and 
develop their leadership skills.

“Empowerment can only happen in a safe environment where 
teachers and students aren’t afraid to take risks,” shares Upper 
School Principal Matt Hannan.

 ENGAGE 
 EQUIP
 EMPOWER 
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How it Happens 
Empowerment happens when ideas are 
allowed to flow. SFC faculty are exposed 
to best practices and approaches 
through their collaborative Professional 
Learning Communities, or PLCs. Using 
a cross-curricular and grade-level 
approach, these communities hold 
collaborative discussions, implement 
new ideas and techniques, and evaluate 
their effectiveness. Teachers are given 
the freedom to test new ways to engage 
students in the classroom.

“Our faculty help students develop skills 
through effective questioning strategies 
that lead to further exploration and 
study,” states Principal Hannan, “As 
students progress, class time is spent 
exploring important concepts, making 
connections and finding solutions to 
complex, real-world problems.”

Class time is spent 
exploring important 
concepts, making 
connections and 
finding solutions to 
complex, real-world 
problems.
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Upper School students are exposed to 
real-world experiences both globally  
and locally.

The recently launched Eagles 
Leadership Academy was inspired by a 
program “How to Build and Sustain a 
Championship Culture”, used with over 
25 NCAA National Championship and 
Final Four teams. All freshman students 
take Leadership 101. Ultimately, 
students can progress to veteran leaders 
where they can build up their teams, 
manage team conflict and partner 
with coaches. Nearly half the Upper 
School student body participates in the 
program.

Power Hour
The Upper School likes to mix it up. 
To allow for extended classroom 
time for labs, in-depth conversations 
and project-based learning, students 
switch to block schedule of 90-minute 
periods during four day weeks. Later, 
Power Hour was born. Power Hour 
gives students time to connect with 
teachers, engage in school activities, 
and receive assistance and guidance on 
assignments.

Empowering Experiences
Whether testing surgical techniques 
with cadavers; observing medical 
and biotech research laboratories; or 
participating in the UCSD math circle, 
Upper School students are exposed to 
real-world experiences both globally 
locally. Each year professional artists 
and musicians regularly share career 
experiences with students. And in 
World Language, students connect with 
peers around the world through Skype 
and blogs.

Outstanding Programs 
International Missions and the Eagles 
Leadership Academy are two unique 
programs that differentiate SFC.

The International Missions Program 
gives students powerful experiences 
both socially and culturally. Students 
travel around the globe to serve in 
places like Rwanda, Russia, Uganda, 
Italy, Thailand, India and many other 
locations. Seeing God move in other 
cultures, students return home with 
tender hearts and fresh perspectives. 
Nearly 90% of all students will 
participate in one international mission 
trip by the time they graduate.
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Not content with the status quo, the 
Upper School is always looking for 
ways to enhance student learning 
experiences. AP Chemistry, AP 
Principles of Computer Science, and 
AP Physics were recently added to the 
existing AP offerings. A new Robotics 
Club was established. Plus, a hybrid 
online Bible course was piloted for 
11th grade students last year. SFC 
continues to add to an already rich 
curriculum of college prep classes, fine 
and performing arts, athletic programs 
and more.

Laser Focused
The journey to become a National Blue 
Ribbon recipient took several years of 
dedication and hard work for the Upper 
School. Faculty piloted new ideas 
and classroom experiences to engage 
students. They implemented schedule 
changes to create more time for 
project–based learning and labs. Soon 
after, the Athletic Leadership Academy 
was launched and Fine and Performing 
Arts programs expanded. All while 
increasing an investment in our faculty 
in their development.

“Seven years ago, our Upper School 
Math Club had just five members, 
only 10 students took the AMC, and 
no students who scored above 80,” 

Ultimately, we give God all the glory for His 
work at our School.

SFC Upper School Assistant Principal  
Pamela Oden and Principal Matt Hannan
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One thing that sets SFC apart is the ability to 
adapt and create new classes to fit the needs of 
students. This year, a new Linear Algebra class 
has been approved by the Math Department 
at San Diego State University. Now, students 
taking this class will get credit for the university 
sophomore–level class Math 254 Linear Algebra, 
and will get a transcript from SDSU.
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acknowledges Pam Oden, Upper School 
Assistant Principal, “Today, over 30 
students attend the Math Club, 60 
students are taking the AMC and eight 
students scored a 90 or above.”

Over the past five years, SFC’s 
percentage of students who met college 
readiness benchmarks in all four core 
subjects rose significantly while the 
percentage of SFC students who took 
the ACT grew from 70% to 92%. SFC 

graduates fulfill requirements which 
exceed the University of California A–G 
standards for college admissions.

“We have an amazing community of 
faculty, coaches, students, staff, parents 
and extended family who all played a 
part in helping us achieve the National 
Blue Ribbon,” says Principal Hannan, 
“Ultimately, we give God all the glory 
for His work at our School.”  

123 record number of SFC graduates 

96% have been on a mission trip 

93% were offered $4.4m in college 
merit scholarships (out of the 116 who 
responded) 

2x the NCAA national average of 
collegiate athletes

45% will attend college out-of-state

Top 10 College Choices 
Cal Poly SLO (16)
Texas Christian University (6)
Baylor (5)
UC Berkeley (5)
UCLA (5)
USC (4)
Gonzaga (3)
Cal Baptist University (3)
Westmont College (3) 
University of Oregon (2)

Notable Acceptances
Boston College
Boston University
College of William and Mary
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University
Emory University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Harvey Mudd College
Northeastern University
Rice University
Stanford University
UCSD

By the Numbers: 
SFC Class of 2017
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Three  
SFC 
Teams 
Win Big
Girls Volleyball, Golf and Boys 
Basketball Team Take CIF Titles

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM WINS OPEN 
DIVISION SECTION TITLE

Winning against strong d1 schools, the 2016-17 
Eagles girls volleyball team claimed the title of San 
Diego Section Open Division Champions. Amanda 

Miles, SFC’s girls volleyball coach, had no idea what she was 
signing up for when she agreed to take the coaching position 
this 2016–17 year.  “My philosophy? Have a strong work ethic 
and team unity. I want the girls to know they are all equal. 
Our motto is: ‘stay humble, hustle hard,’ quoting our verse, 
Hebrews 12:13,” exclaimed Coach Miles. “I am proud of all 
the girls. We have four Division I athletes signed. Lexi Sun is 
worthy of praise – she is 1st team and the number one recruit 
in the country. We have some pretty phenomenal players.”

In 2007 SFC took the section championship when they won 
the Division IV title. Now playing against top ranked D1 
schools in the Open Division, it is a bit like David versus 
Goliath. “These girls are playing against big D1 schools with 
huge players,” expressed Coach Miles. SFC’s Upper School has 
an enrollment of approximately 400 students playing against 
powerhouses with enrollments of between 3,000 to 5,000 
students. 
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Says Girls Volleyball Head Coach Amanda Miles, 
“I am in awe of the support at these matches. 
The stands are full and include students, 
parents and administrators. Our entire school 
really represents well and celebrates together!”
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On the way to winning the CIF San 
Diego Section title, the Eagles beat 
Cathedral Catholic High in the 
quarter-finals, defeated Torrey Pines 
(number one seed) in the semi-finals 
and won the championship against La 
Costa Canyon, the prior year’s Division 
I champion. The team went onto 
Round I of CIF State Girls Volleyball 
Championship but was edged out by 
Santa Margarita. Coach Miles joyfully 
states, “I am in awe of the support 
at these matches. The stands are full 
and include students, parents and 
administrators. Our entire school really 
represents well and celebrates together!”

LEXI SUN WINS 
PRESTIGIOUS GATORADE 
NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR

If you follow prep volleyball, 
chances are, you recognize the name 
Lexi Sun (2017), an SFC “lifer.” She 

has been receiving national recognition 
for her skill and talents in volleyball. 
In her senior year, the 6-foot-2 outside 
hitter amassed 630 kills, 288 digs, 60 
blocks and 45 service aces, leading the 
Eagles (32-8) to the Open Division 
semifinals. 

Now a University of Texas freshman, 
Lexi Sun is gaining even more awards 
for her volleyball performances. Just 
recently, she was named Preseason 
Freshman of the Year and chosen as 
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CIF GOLF CHAMPS WIN 
‘PURSUING VICTORY 
WITH HONOR’ AWARD

Preseason All-Big 12 selections for The 
Big 12 Conference. Sun’s preseason 
Freshman of the Year distinction is 
the 10th all-time for the Horns. She 
joins the Texas squad as the number 
one player on the Prep Volleyball 2017 
Senior Aces list. She was named the 

2016-17 Under Armour First Team All-
American and was a member of the U.S. 
Women’s Junior National team. She was 
named the ALL-USA Player of the Year 
by USA TODAY and was ranked as the 
No. 1 recruit nationally in the Class of 
2017 by PrepVolleyball.com. 

The eagles golf team won the San Diego CIF title and went on to receive the 
‘Pursuing Victory with Honor’ award, as one of only three teams in San Diego 
County. ‘Pursuing Victory with Honor’ recognizes teams who exhibit 16 ethical 

and character building principles for athletic competition.

During last year’s season, one of SFC’s players, Ryan Smith, made a call on himself 
that resulted in a two-stroke penalty. This two-stroke penalty prevented SFC from 
going to the State Finals. Ryan’s action, along with the response of the team, became a 
witness to the character and integrity of SFC’s Athletic teams. The team’s integrity was 
recognized throughout the whole San Diego athletic community.

The ‘Pursuing Victory with Honor’ is worth more than a CIF Championship to us,” 
said Chad Bickley, SFC’s Director of Athletics.

“We have 700 CIF Championship 
teams but only three teams who 
receive this honor,” stated San Diego’s 
CIF San Diego Commissioner, Jerry 
Schniepp, “It’s a testament to your 
Athletic Director and coaches as well 
as Principal Matt Hannan, who is very 
active in San Diego County’s CIF.” 
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BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM  
WINS FIRST-EVER DIVISION I CIF TITLE 

T he sfc eagles  (#1 seed) edged out Lincoln 39–35 (6th 
seed) in a defensive struggle at the Jenny Craig Pavilion 
to win the San Diego Section Division I championship 

and then went on to state playoffs. The last time SFC made 
it this deep in CIF playoffs was a decade ago, when they 
went to the Division IV finals six consecutive years, winning 
championships in 2001, ’03, ’04 and ’06. “Our sole focus before 
and during the game was to stop Lincoln’s guards; to suddenly 
hold the trophy was a bit surreal.”

The championship win allowed the Eagles to have home court 
advantage in the first round of the CIF State tournament. It 
was standing room only, the excitement was high, and SFC 
took the win against Vista Murrieta. The season ended on the 
road against the number one seed Colony High School.

 “As we reflect on this amazing accomplishment, we celebrate 
with the past players who helped build this basketball culture,” 
says Coach Bickley. “This has been a season to remember and 
we give God the glory for all the lessons we have learned along 
the way.”  

In addition to leading the Eagles to their first-ever 
Division I CIF Championship, SFC Head Basketball 
Coach Chad Bickley (who also serves as SFC’s Athletic 
Director) was named CIF Coach of the Year for the San 
Diego Section.
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GABRIELLA BORBOA
UNIVERSITY OF TULSA, SOCCER

“My coaches at SFC have shown me more about 
how to play for a team just by following by their 
example. Most importantly, they taught me how 

to play for the glory of God.”

CHARLES DUDLEY
BRYANT UNIVERSITY, BASKETBALL

““SFC taught me how to represent something 
bigger than myself while playing the game of 

basketball.”

CHLOE FRISCH
SDSU, SOCCER

“The coaches at SFC were always more 
concerned with my character off the field than 

my performance on the field. It helped me grow 
and understand the important things in life.”

JACK GEISE
ST. BONAVENTURE, GOLF

“My coaches throughout my high school career 
have taught me teamwork, discipline and how 

to react in tough or challenging situations.”

ARI GERBER
UC RIVERSIDE, BASEBALL

“Before SFC I wasn’t much of a talker; now I 
am a confident vocal leader ready to share my 
expertise and unafraid to talk to other players, 

coaches, and adults.” 

ARI GERBER
UC RIVERSIDE, BASEBALL

“Coaches reward hard work emphasizing its  
value in all aspects of life. They create an 
atmosphere for players to strive for goals  

bigger than themselves.”

EMILY HUBBARD
UNIVERSITY OF TULSA, VOLLEYBALL

“My coaches here at SFC have taught me how to 
work hard day in and out. They have shown me 
to always be humble and they have always put 

the team first. “

KATHLEEN PHILO
HOLY CROSS, VOLLEYBALL

“The coaches at SFC motivated me and encour-
aged me to keep working hard.”

HANK ONTIVEROS
WAGNER COLLEGE, LACROSSE

“The coaches at SFC are the best role models; 
they taught me the values of team over self, 

integrity and how to apply those lessons in every 
aspect of life.”

MATTO MCCROSKEY
USD, FOOTBALL

“The coaches made a difference in my life; they 
taught me to be disciplined, how to lead like 

Christ, how to own my mistakes and not to make 
excuses -- all valuable life lessons.” 

CALEB PHILLIPS
STANFORD, FOOTBALL

“The SFC coaches were like my second dads - I 
can ask them anything. They have become major 

mentors in my life.”

BRYCE THOMPSON
PUGET SOUND, FOOTBALL

No quote available.

MURPHY STEHLY
ORANGE COAST CC, BASEBALL

“The SFC baseball staff this year was the best 
group of coaches I have ever had. These coaches 

elevated my game and increased my passion  
for baseball.”

REECE WALKER
COLLEGE OF IDAHO, FOOTBALL

“Coach Farrell taught me that hard work always 
pays off and that when I’m struggling with 

something he taught me that God was always 
there to help me through my struggles.” 

LEXI SUN
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, VOLLEYBALL

“SFC, unlike any other school, offered me the op-
portunity to not only get to play volleyball and 

get better every day but also get to play with my 
best friends who I have grown up with.”

JIMMY RYAN
USD, SOCCER

“Because of the insight and guidance I received 
from SFC faculty, instead of feeling scared or 

nervous to play at the next level, I feel excited 
and prepared to enter the college game.”
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We asked our featured faculty members Matt 
Robinson, Alison Cagle, Reuben Faber, Marvel Gest 
and Evan Story to share with us their favorite local 

hang outs and pastimes. Then, we photographed them doing 
what they love to do, when not in the classroom that is! 

While enjoying a latte at Lofty Coffee, catching the waves at 
Cardiff Cliffs and sipping tea at the Fairmont, we discovered 
what makes these teachers passionate about teaching at SFC. 
This is a section you won’t want to miss.

So join us as we learn more about our amazing SFC teachers 
while taking in the local scenery. You’ll discover some fun 
facts about our local hot spots along the way. 

THE LOCAL SCENE  Solana Beach’s Coastal Rail Trail offers an easy walk between 
Pacific Coast Highway and the railroad tracks that features some fun public art along the me-
andering paved path. It’s part of the planned 44-mile walking and bike path from Oceanside 
to San Diego that will one day extend next to the rail corridor.

THE 
SCENIC 
ROUTE
SFC teachers feel blessed  
to be an integral part of  
Solana Beach and the 
surrounding communities
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“ I would take these kids with me to explore the world.” 
MATT ROBINSON    THREE YEARS AT SFC   TEACHES MIDDLE SCHOOL HISTORY   SURF COACH    

MATT ROBINSON MAKES HISTORY

At his home, matt robinson faced one of the most 
difficult decisions put before him. He knew God wanted 
him to work with kids in general, and then he received 

two offers within 15 minutes of each other – one from a 
church to be a youth director and the other teaching seventh 
grade history at SFC. “Both were great offers, in the end I 
chose SFC because I felt like I had a greater opportunity to 
serve, more so than just one hour in a week. Teaching history, 
involvement in the advisory program, retreats and mission 
trips provide opportunities to dive into the lives of our youth 
even deeper.”

“I have always found history to be super interesting,” says 
Mr. Robinson. Many teachers were a part of influencing 
Mr. Robinson’s teaching style, “I had a seventh grade World 
History teacher who was an excellent storyteller. He did a lot 
of different activities in class, challenged us to think deeper 
and to ask questions. I loved history even more in high school 
due to several authentic and personable teachers.” 

As believers, we are called to be missionaries everywhere we 
go – at SFC, home, in San Diego, and in other countries. “I 
think, if we are going to be missionaries for Christ out in the 
world, we need to understand where people come from – their 
culture, background, and way of life – and that begins with 
briefly learning their history,” Matt Robinson explains. 

“Middle School is a weird age, so I think you have to be a little 
bit weird to teach them,” Mr. Robinson goes to great lengths 
to help this age group embrace the awkwardness of being a 
Middle School student. Mr. Robinson keeps the kids interested 
in class in a variety of ways, combining classical with modern 
learning. “One day I will have them taking interactive notes, 
other days they are participating in activities, games, video 
clips and discussions. Not long ago, we created a Japanese 
feudal pyramid in our classroom. We had an emperor and a 

C H I L L I N G  W I T H  M AT T 
EDUCATION B.A. Loyola Marymount, History

HOMETOWN  Rancho Peñasquitos, California

FAMILY  Wife, Sona

SPARE TIME  Playing guitar, leading worship, surfing, playing sports, hanging 
out with the high school youth group at church 

WOULD YOU BELIEVE?  Eagle Scout; I can pop out my shoulder blades like a 
gargoyle, the middle school kids love it.

PERFECT DAY  Wake up, straight to Lofty Coffee, open up the Word, then to the 
beach, hanging out, playing spikeball, surf, then Mexican food, California burrito, 
no pico, add sour cream and guacamole. After that, going to a Gulls or Padres 
game. And after that, Redbox. All  hanging out with my wife. 

shogun; the Daimyos sat on a desk; peasants were in chairs; 
merchants and artisans on the ground. The student emperor 
had cheese puffs and Twinkies. A funny side note – I had to 
teach him what a Twinkie was because he had never seen one! 
These activities keep the kids engaged.”

A history buff, Mr. Robinson has a strong desire to travel the 
world. “If I was able, I would take these kids with me and 
explore the world. Wouldn’t that be cool?”

THE LOCAL SCENE  Surfers enjoy North County Coastal surf spots such as Swami’s, Cardiff Reef, Seaside Reef, Pipes and Tabletops.
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ALISON CAGLE    5  YEARS AT SFC     TEACHES SECOND GRADE     BRAINSTORMING SESSIONS AT LOFTY

ALISON CAGLE THINKS 
OUTSIDE THE BOX

Sitting on the desk of second 

grade teacher Alison Cagle is a 
picture frame that contains her 

third grade autobiography. In it she 
wrote, “I want to be a teacher when I 
grow up. I can write on the chalkboard, 
teach children things they haven’t 
learned yet, eat with the teachers.” 
Even then, she had a desire to make 
an impact on children. Although 
chalkboards have changed to smart 
boards, nothing has changed in her 
desire to invest into the lives of others. 

Mrs. Cagle always wanted to help 
people and do some kind of ministry, 
so she went to school for a degree in 
Christian Studies. She expected she 
would marry someone in ministry as 
well. (Her husband is a church pastor 
in Imperial Beach.) At the start of her 

career, Mrs. Cagle worked in Texas 
helping the homeless. “I was seeing the 
same faces coming in and out for food 
and medicine,” explained Mrs. Cagle, 
“I thought if I can make an impact on 
these people when they are young they 
won’t get stuck. That’s when I decided to 
get my teaching degree.”

Mrs. Cagle loves to collaborate with 
other teachers and she is connected 
to many on-line teacher communities 
around the world. She works tirelessly 
to find effective ways to enhance the 
learning of her students and puts her 
creative ideas into action. For instance, 
when teaching about life cycles in 
science, she discovered something 
called Skype in the Classroom. Says 
Mrs. Cagle, “I Skyped with an aquarium 
in North Carolina. It was like taking a 
field trip. The docent brought out a sea 
turtle and talked about its life cycle. It 
was a 45-minute explanation and my 

kids were so engaged; the docent could 
see my class and my class could see her. 
Next month we are going to do a virtual 
field trip to Abraham Lincoln’s home. 
And these are free resources!”

There are two things Mrs. Cagle wants 
to instill into the lives of her students, 
“I want them have a greater love for 
the Lord and deeper relationship with 
Him. I also want them to love learning 
and challenge themselves to do things 
that are really hard. I want them to pick 
the thing that’s hardest and conquer it! 
Maybe spelling is hard – well, what are 
you going to do this week to conquer 
that and go further?” Mrs. Cagle’s 
enthusiasm is contagious, “I feel like I 
am living the dream right now… even 
if I had all the money in the world, I 
would still teach. I love the ministry 
that I have with these kids.”

TAKE A BREAK  WITH ALISON
EDUCATION  B.A. Dallas Baptist University 

HOMETOWN  Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

FAMILY  Husband Matthew, son Haddon and baby girl in February

SPARE TIME  Running, teaching Sunday School, traveling

WOULD YOU BELIEVE  She has a twin brother. She’s done mission work in nine 
different countries.

PERFECT DAY  Large cup of Lofty Coffee then lay out on the beach and listen to 
the waves

THE LOCAL SCENE  Located in the heart of 
the Cedros Design District, Lofty Coffee 
is too small to accommodate seats inside but 
has an expansive patio, perfect for watching 
life in the Design District. What’s their secret to 
amazing coffee? Lofty Coffee Company’s Cafe 
has it’s its own roasting facility across the street 
– Encinitas Roasting Works. Lofty Coffee is a 
perfect spot to express yourself.
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REUBEN FABER     3 YEARS AT SFC     TEACHES UPPER SCHOOL SPANISH    CONNECTS STUDENTS WITH NATIVE SPANISH SPEAKERS 

APRENDER SOBRE  
REUBEN FABER

Reuben faber was living in a trailer 
park in Hull, Iowa; a small town 
of 2000 people. Surrounded by 

Spanish-speakers as neighbors, God 
called him to return to his hometown 
in San Diego to teach at SFC. “I think 
living in Iowa for eight years shaped me 
a lot,” recounts Mr. Faber, “I was stripped 
of my support structure: my family, 
comforts of home, and routines. It really 
taught me to lean and trust in God alone 
and helped shape my identity.”

An Escondido native, Mr. Faber found 
the Spanish language intriguing, “I loved 
the challenge and idea of being able 
to communicate in another language. 
Going to school and growing up in 
Escondido, being able to communicate 
with my neighbors and people in 

my community was cool.” He started 
learning Spanish in junior high. “My 
best friend’s dad was the high school 
youth leader at our church. When we 
were in junior high, he would take his 
son and I to Rosarito to build a pastor’s 
house and do stuff in the community. ”

Growing up in a Christian school and 
surrounded by excellent teachers gave 
Mr. Faber great examples of what he 
could be to his students, “My teachers 
not only poured knowledge in my brain, 
but they inspired me, made me curious, 
and engaged me as a whole. They 
challenged me spiritually, academically 
and physically. That whole, well-
rounded experience is something I hope 
to give back to my students now.”

“I’m convinced that every single student 
will have at least one encounter or 
engagement with Spanish speakers 

and I hope that whatever it is, they 
will just have something to say.” Mr. 
Faber’s desire for his students is they 
would have empathy – see things from 
a different perspective, understand the 
world from someone else’s point of 
view. “After taking my class, I hope that 
students would express a connection 
and care for [Spanish speakers] as an 
image-bearer of God. I believe that 
happens through learning a language.” 

CONOZCA A REUBEN 
EDUCATION  B.A. Dordt College Secondary 
Education, Spanish; Teaching English as a Second 
Language 
HOMETOWN  Escondido, California       

FAMILY  Parents and three older brothers

SPARE TIME  Playing soccer, basketball, hiking, 
reading, being outdoors

WOULD YOU BELIEVE  Played lead role in Hello 
Dolly, was a band kid and college football kicker

PERFECT DAY  Waking up early, getting to read for 
a couple hours, spend time reflecting, go for a hike, 
spend the morning teaching, then hit the beach
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MARVEL GEST    25  YEARS AT SFC     TEACHES MIDDLE SCHOOL ENGLISH   ORIGINATOR OF SFC MOTHER/DAUGHTER TEA

THE BEST WITH  
MARVEL GEST

Sitting in marvel gest’s 

classroom, there is a sense of 
fun and excitement just waiting to 

erupt at any minute. Near her desk sits 
a decorated can that she uses to help 
teach the difference between the words 
“can” and “may.” If a student improperly 
uses “can” instead of “may,” Mrs. Gest 
vigorously shakes the “can can” filled 
with coins from past offenders and 
sings a little ditty. This is just one 
example of how Mrs. Gest uses humor 
to help the kids remember concepts.

Marvel is a unique name; she is number 
four of six kids, and the first girl. “I was 
named Marvel because they wanted a 
girl. I said, ‘if that was your rationale 
I could have been named Finally. Or 
Eureka!’” Her sense of humor clearly 
keeps Middle School kids interested 
while in class. For instance, every 
Friday (the fourth time they meet in 

the week) she tells the kids a Day Four 
Story – it is usually something about 
her adventures in teaching. By telling 
funny stories, she connects with the 
Middle School kids she teaches, and 
they learn not to take themselves so 
seriously.

“The best part of teaching for me? It 
is to see my students get so excited 
about their own writing,” Mrs. Gest 
beams. “I am thrilled when my students 
see something that looks so difficult, 
accept the challenge, and then learn. 
If I tell them at the beginning of the 
year to write a complex sentence with 
a subordinate conjunction (and I do), 
they look at me like I’m speaking a 
foreign language. Then I tell them 
some people think they can’t learn 
these complex concepts in sixth grade. 
That challenge gets the kids riled-up, 
and suddenly they are learning about 
infinitives and how to write what I call 
the magic threes.” 

After every unit, Mrs. Gest reevaluates 
her lessons and attempts to discover 
a better way to get the lesson across 
so the kids never forget it. Using her 
creativity, she then tweaks the lesson 
just a bit more. And she is still aiming 
for best practices after teaching at SFC 
for 25 years!

Over the years, in addition to imparting 
her love of English, Mrs. Gest has 
created some SFC traditions, “Evelyn 
Huey and I started the Mother-
Daughter Tea.” Mrs. Gest is known 
for her love of teas, tearooms, and all 
things British. “I love British literature, 
and I have an affinity for British things; 
that is probably why I love teas. Years 
and years ago Evelyn and I wanted to 
do something with the mothers and 
daughters at SFC. We took her silver, 
some baskets of food, and set up the 
whole thing in the Chapel.” Years later, 
the Mother-Daughter tea continues as 
one of SFC’s favorite traditions. 

TEA TIME WITH MARVEL
EDUCATION B.A. English, Seattle Pacific University; 
M.A. Point Loma University

HOMETOWN Belle Plain, Kansas

FAMILY  Husband Daryl, daughter Chelsea

SPARE TIME Reading, traveling, all things British, 
tea

WOULD YOU BELIEVE  Principal of SFC in 1989-90

PERFECT DAY  A perfect day would have to include 
traveling with my family to encounter God’s glorious 
creation.  And, of course, every perfect day must end 
with a good book… and a cup of tea. 

THE LOCAL SCENE  One of a handful of places in San Diego that serves a traditional afternoon tea, The Fairmont Grand Del Mar is the perfect setting. Guests enjoy music along with a 
perfect pot of tea, finger sandwiches and petite pastries in the Grand Del Mar’s cozy library. 
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ADVENTURES WITH  
EVAN STORY 

Intricately involved in Young Life, 
Evan Story left his home in Viriginia 
for an adventure in California. A 

Young Life leader and a teacher, he came 
to SFC to meet Mr. Hannan and discuss 
starting a Young Life Club on campus. 
Little did Mr. Story know, God had 
other plans for him at SFC. 

“Every pivotal change in my life has 
resulted from a person – a mentor – 
not necessarily a school teacher, but 
someone who steered me in a direction 
and helped me make decisions,” recalls 
Mr. Story. He was involved in Young 
Life, a youth ministry in college. “I 
was thinking about ministry,  and I 
considered people who have influenced 
me. It was an easy decision for me to 
choose teaching –  
I wanted to do the same for others.”

When asked why he teaches third 
grade, he says, “I didn’t choose third 
grade, I think it chose me. I thought I 
would teach high school, but one of my 
professors thought with my personality, 
I should check-out elementary.” Mr. 
Story tried it and loved it! His desire is 
for kids to understand that God knows 
and loves them, cares about them, and 
so do the teachers at SFC. “Third grade 
was a pivotal time for me; my mother 
passed away when I was seven and in 
third-grade. There were teachers in my 
elementary school who came alongside 
me  and helped me through that tough 
circumstance. I want to be there for 
whatever the kids are facing.”

In addition to being there for the 
students personally, Mr. Story wants 
them to be curious learners, “We talk 
about pressing into things that aren’t 
easy because a challenge helps our 
brain grow.” One creative way Mr. 
Story engages his students is through 

his travels. “I went to Joshua Tree and 
took a video of myself asking questions 
of my kids. This way they were able 
to experience Joshua Tree, too. I love 
using real experiences from my life to 
make the content of my lessons more 
authentic.”

How does he keep a third-grader’s 
attention? By being the most excited 
and motivated person in the room, and 
bringing the kids along with him. “I 
want to be so fired-up about learning 
that it will transfer to them,” exudes Mr. 
Story.

“Third grade is such a crucial time in 
life. I want to be there to help push 
them toward loving school, loving 
thinking, and doing the hard things,” 
beams Mr. Story.   

STORY TIME WITH  EVAN
EDUCATION  B.A. University of Tennessee, Psychology 
M.Ed. Lincoln Memorial University

HOMETOWN  Norfolk, Virginia       

FAMILY  Two brothers 

SPARE TIME  Surfing, traveling, running…

WOULD YOU BELIEVE  He ran five marathons, visited 30 countries

PERFECT DAY  Waking up, surfing, getting on a plane and go exploring  with 
friends

THE LOCAL SCENE  With it’s Quonset hut design, the 
Solana Beach Train Station is a town landmark and has 
a tower designed to replicate 19th century train depots. 
Many of the huts are reconfigured into shops and restau-
rants as an extension of the Cedros Design District. The train 
tracks were lowered in the 1990s to alleviate congestion on 
Lomas Santa Fe Road and downtown Solana Beach. Solana 
Beach is one of Amtrak’s busiest train stations. All aboard!

EVAN STORY    
THREE YEARS AT SFC   
TEACHES THIRD GRADE 
BRINGS TRAVEL EXPERIENCES  
INTO THE CLASSROOM   

“Every pivotal change in 
my life has resulted from 
a person – a mentor – 
someone who steered me in 
a direction and helped me 
make decisions.” 
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Surfers enjoy the waves that break over Seaside Reef, Cardiff 
Reef or Tabletops.

THE LOCAL SCENE   The Solana Beach Fire Department is continually evolving to 
provide a high level of service through effective emergency response, public education, 
and technical training. Located at 500 Lomas Santa Fe Dr., the existing station was built 
between 1990 and 1991. The SB Fire Department provides all risk emergency services, fire 
prevention services, community education, and sponsorship of local charities/events. 

THE LOCAL SCENE   Butterfly Farms was established in 2013 due to the decline of na-
tive butterflies and other native pollinators. Butterfly Farms has a 2000 square foot Vivarium 
(butterfly free flight house) to study interactions of native butterflies in a unique ecosystem. 
They have a classroom where they study metamorphosis and teach conservation, a nursery 
to grow and study dozens of plants important to the biology of our pollinators, and a 
laboratory to raise native butterflies. 

OUT & 
ABOUT
Lower Schoolers Explore  
the Wonders of San Diego

L iving in san diego allows so many opportunities for 
kids at SFC to discover exciting adventures that are only 
available in the San Diego area. 

Kindergartners are in awe of the heroes at the Solana Beach 
Fire Department. First graders find wonderment at Butterfly 
Farms, while second graders explore the Science Center. A 
highlight of Lower School is the fourth grade overnight trip 
on the world’s oldest sailing ship, The Star of India, formerly 
known as Euterpe. And all of these adventures are found in 
SFC’s own backyard.  

EXPLORING OUR WORLD32
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THE LOCAL SCENE  The Star of India  The world’s oldest active sailing ship. She began her life on the stocks at Ramsey 
Shipyard in the Isle of Man in 1863. Iron ships were experiments of sorts then, with most vessels still being built of wood. 
Within five months of laying her keel, the ship was launched into her element. She bore the name Euterpe, after the Greek 
muse of music and poetry.  

THE LOCAL SCENE   Fleet Science Center The facility is named for aviation pioneer Reuben H. Fleet, who founded the 
U.S. Air Mail service. At the science center, you can explore and investigate more than 100 interactive exhibits that pique your 
curiosity including Retro-Active Science, San Diego’s Water, So Watt!, Cellular Journey, Kid City and more.  Become immersed 
in an IMAX film adventure that shows the wonders of the planet – and beyond – in the Eugene Heikoff and Marilyn Jacobs 
Heikoff Giant Dome Theater.
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Middle Schoolers 
Cross State Lines

Eager students are encouraged 
to try new things, develop other 
interests, and broaden their 

perspective. Whether it be going 
on field trips around the region and 
beyond, or by rolling up their sleeves 
and serving others, they begin to see the 
world as one big mission field. 

Opportunities include serving the 
homeless in City Heights, helping to 
clean and construct classrooms in 
Tucson, Arizona, or learning about our 
country’s history while in Washington, 
D.C.  

TUCSON, ARIZONA  SFC 7th graders partner with 
Praying Pelicans to serve for the third consecutive 
year. Working with local pastors, the kids help with 
homeless ministries, kids clubs, and service to share 
the love of Christ in different ways.
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CITY HEIGHTS, SAN DIEGO  SFC 8th grade students join New Vision Church to 
serve the homeless, impoverished and disenfranchised in a variety of ways. 
Projects include cleaning and organizing at New Vision’s Food Distribution 
Center, distribute groceries and assemble bags of food to take to the streets 
for the homeless. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.   
Every spring break, 
SFC 8th graders have 
the opportunity to vis-
it our nation’s capital 
to see first-hand the 
historical landmarks 
that represent so 
much of our nation’s 
history.
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GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE40

Every year, sfc partners with organizations and 
projects around the world to give students tangible 
opportunities to put their faith into action through 

the power of the Holy Spirit. On a short-term mission trip, 
students are faced with language barriers, different foods and 
challenging sleeping conditions. Through these challenges, 
SFC students learn to step outside their normal comfort 
zones and depend on Almighty God as never before. They see 
people who have so little yet love Jesus so much that students 
perspective are changed and their hearts are too.  

UGANDA
MUKONO – 10TH YEAR  
DESTINY HOUSE

Hands-on  
Missions
Experiencing Joy by  
Serving Globally 
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RUSSIA 
ST. PETERSBURG – 10th YEAR  
KARGEL & BAEDEKER SCHOOL 

“Having one of my new Russian friends pray for me in their own language  

was so incredibly powerful because even though I couldn’t understand what they 

were saying, I knew they were talking to the same God. It made me realize that  

if God can be everywhere in the world, then he can most certainly be  

everywhere in my life.” ALLISON SMITH  SFC CLASS OF 2018
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RWANDA
KIGALI – 5th YEAR  
KIGALI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL YOUTH FOR CHRIST 

“ The Rwandans’ love for God was clearly expressed in their ways of worship. 

Through them, God taught me a very valuable lesson, and I hope to love  

with passion like my brothers and sisters in Rwanda.”  

SABRINA CHIANG  SFC CLASS OF 2018
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
SANTO DOMINGO – 2ND YEAR   
CHILDREN’S HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

“ I saw Nicole, a 3rd grade girl I met during last year’s mission trip. She came up 

to me to give me a hug. Even though we only spent a couple of days together last 

year,she remembered me and it was so special to have that reunion.”
MALLY WALDVOGEL SFC CLASS OF 2018  
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ISRAEL
GALILEE, DEAD SEA, JERUSALEM, NAZARETH TEMPLE MOUNT 

“Going to Israel transformed my heart for the Lord in ways I didn’t even know were 

possible. The joy I find in Christ on a regular basis was multiplied by thousands when I got 

to walk in His literal footsteps, and see his ministry come to life. This trip gave me a fresh, 

new perspective on what living for Jesus looks like.” SAMMY DAICHENDT  SFC CLASS OF 2018
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6TH GRADE RETREAT 
INDIAN HILLS, OCTOBER

Imagine fresh powder floating to the ground, a 
picturesque mountain lake and an open meadow, all without 
any technological distractions. Welcome to an SFC class 

retreat, designed to encourage students to be with the Lord 
and make new friends. 

Middle and Upper School students travel to Southern 
California destinations such as Indian Hills, Pine Valley, 
Catalina, Forest Home and Idyllwild to develop deeper bonds 
of friendship through a variety of engaging activities purposely 
designed for them.   

Sharing Christ, 
Team Building 
Creates Class Unity

STUDENT LIFE50

Branching 
         OUT

MS6
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7TH GRADE RETREAT 
PINE VALLEY, SEPTEMBER

“ I felt that God was 

telling me to stop 

worrying about what’s 

going on around me 

and focus on what’s 

important: Him.”
RILEY COOLEY  SFC CLASS OF 2022 
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7th grade

8TH GRADE RETREAT 
CATALINA, OCTOBER

“God works in 

amazing ways and I felt 

His presence because 

of all the love shown 

at retreat. Whether it is 

praying with a teacher 

or having a friendly 

competition between 

my classmates, He is 

always there!”
MAKENA CRIMALDI   
SFC CLASS OF 2021
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FRESHMAN RETREAT 
IDYLLWILD, JANUARY

“Not only did I make 

memories with my 

existing friends, but 

being at Idyllwild with 

the whole class allowed 

me to make great new 

friends and classmates. 

The daily worship and 

teachings from Mr. Litts 

are things I would like to 

go back and relive.”
MATT ALMQUIST   
SFC CLASS OF 2020  
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“Living on a mountain 

for a few days with only 

myself, my friends and 

my God gave me the 

opening I had needed to 

understand God’s truly 

amazing grace. I learned 

that no matter what, He 

will still love, to the ends 

of the earth.”
CALEB JOHNSON   
SFC CLASS OF 2019
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JUNIOR RETREAT 
FOREST HOME, JANUARY

“As a first-year 

student at SFC, it 

was very exciting 

to see everyone 

pulling together and 

growing closer in their 

relationships with each 

other. The best part for 

me was getting to be 

pulled into the junior 

class family and not 

feeling out of place.”
ISAIAH LOVE  SFC CLASS OF 2018
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SENIOR RETREAT 
OAKBRIDGE CAMP, SEPTEMBER

“There was a more 

sentimental atmosphere 

and a deep desire for 

all of us to be authentic 

and real. We knew that 

this would be the last 

time we would all be 

on a retreat together, 

and this thought of 

finality helped unify us 

throughout the year.”
ABBY PARK  SFC CLASS OF 2017

63

ST
U

D
EN

T
 LIFE

US12



THE ARTS64

SFC’s Drama Teacher Sees 
Theatrical Productions like a 
Sporting Event

Stage 
Coach

Matt corsaro, SFC’s Upper School drama teacher, 
runs theatrical productions like a coach runs a 
sports team. “The way I lead a cast is based off of 

my high school drama teacher, Ricky. He was the football 
and track coach who became the drama teacher. Ricky had 
a background in stand-up comedy and improv from the 
Groundlings theater. He brought his own perspective to the 
table. Drama has to feel all-inclusive – every student here 
has to feel that they could be a part of our drama program 
and that’s what the high school experience should feel like. 
That’s not the case in most high schools. Typically, the drama 
kids are hanging out together, doing their thing. We aim to 
challenge and motivate our entire student body. We give our 
most dedicated the chance to truly lead and set the tone for 
excellence. However, with such a diverse and eclectic cast, the 
results are like nothing else at the high school level.” 

Inclusivity is the same in the Middle School musical led 
by Amy Kennard. “Amy and I have an awesome working 
relationship. I love that she’s working with the Middle School 

West Side Story, SFC’s 2017 Spring Musical
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“Drama has to feel all-
inclusive – every student 
here has to feel that they 
could be a part our drama 
program.” MATT CORSARO



66

SP
IR

IT

students because they are starting 
to build that sense of pride in SFC 
Theater.”

TACKLING A FOOTBALL STAR
Recruitment is a big part of what Mr. 
Corsaro has done to grow the program 
at SFC. The spring musical, West 
Side Story, boasted an unprecedented 
number of seniors (59) and a cast of 
even more! “As soon as the show closes, 
I spend all my time recruiting next 
year’s kids. Usually with the guys, I get 
an ‘I’ll think about it’ response. I make a 
promise to them: I won’t embarrass you, 

I’ll make you look awesome! I usually 
go on to ask, How many touchdowns 
have you scored? Do you remember 
all those touchdowns? Because you’re 
gonna remember this show! You will be 
a dad and telling your kids about this 
show. I tell them things they can hold 
onto – and they are in!” 

PLAYOFFS
Reminiscing over his first show in high 
school, Mr. Corsaro reflected, “There 
was this amazing feeling that came 
upon me when all these people were 

congratulating me for a job well done; 
and it struck me right away, that I want 
to teach and direct, specifically students 
in high school.”  Every kid who’s done 
a show remembers being in the lobby 
and people going crazy. But, unlike 
any sport, they can’t lose. ‘Guys, we’re 
gonna win tonight, I can feel it!’ These 
kids have been on big stages before 
(speaking of any sport). Here, nobody’s 
going to try to come and take your 
head off. None of them are out of their 
element. It’s like our playoffs. We’re at 
the theater for two weeks and then we 
go out and deliver.”   

Matt Corsaro teaches Drama, Acting, Improv, 
Intro to Theater, Intro to Broadcasting and 
would one day like to teach Tech Theater. He is 
excitedly getting ready to marry his soon-to-
be wife, Carlie. Every once in a while you may 
catch him doing stand-up comedy or playing 
the guitar.
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West Side Story, SFC’s 2017 Spring Musical



Artsy Alumni
This year marks the retirement of a beloved art 

teacher, Mrs. Barb Farrington. What began as a 

thoughtful arts program grew into an effective 

forum for recognizing and nurturing the artistic talents and 

skills of her students. 

Now, she hands off her vision to Mrs. Kailee Blankenship 

who will be leading the way for the generations to come. 

The Spirit contacted SFC alumni and asked them how they 

have parlayed SFC art experience into a career, in their own 

words. 

LAUREN BULLOCK (1997) 
PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY, 
THEATRICAL PRODUCTION AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS

OWNER, LAUREN NATALIE 
PHOTOGRAPHY

SFC’s Art Program always gave me a 
safe place to create and stimulated my 
creativity. Mrs. Farrington challenged 
me to get outside of my comfort zone. 
She gave me assignments that I never 
would have given myself. I fell in love 
with pointillism and Henri Rousseau 
in her art class. The finished pieces 
from those assignments are still two of 
my favorites. I would love to go back 
for that hour-a-day class just to have 
an assignment to create without any 
particular pressure. 

NOAH WATKINS (1999) 
POINT LOMA NAZARENE 
UNIVERSITY, GRAPHIC DESIGN

USER INTERFACE DESIGNER, 
PSYONIX STUDIOS

As an interface designer at Psyonix 
Studios, I worked on a game called 
Rocket League. Before Psyonix, I 
worked at Playstation and Sony Studios 
as a UI Artist and Web Designer. As 
a UI Designer/Artist I wireframe, 
design, and animate all the interactive 
elements for menus, HUD’s and other 
elements in games. I also create icons, 
logos, style guides, and any other art 
elements that the programmers and 3D 
designers don’t work on. I also work on 
UX (User Experience) which is less art 
heavy and focuses on wireframe layout 
to improve usability and accessibility 
before working on the final design.

SFC Alums Master their Craft

Find Lauren: www. laurennatalie.com 69
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Mrs. Farrington’s art class at SFC 
encouraged me to diversify my skills in 
order to find my niche and expand my 
skills even beyond “traditional” art. Her 
class gave me a solid foundation for my 
design skills and allowed me to have 
a lot of fun, as well as improve in the 
areas that I was strongest. She’s always 
been an encouraging and positive 
influence as a teacher and would reach 
out to former students even after 
graduation to keep her updated on our 
careers and our chosen paths in creative 
fields. I ended up really enjoying 
graphic design, logo design and felt 
that it could be a great career for me to 
pursue.

JENNA LITTLE CHASSÉ 
(2006)
SDSU, BFA INTERIOR DESIGN 

RESIDENTIAL INTERIOR DESIGNER, 
JENNA CHASSÉ DESIGN 

SFC’s art program – mainly Mrs 
Farrington – provided me with such 
a broad art education. I gained a great 
overview of art history (which prepared 
me for college-level art history classes) 
as well as basic foundational techniques, 
and detailed, in-depth training on 
various methods and mediums. Mrs. 
Farrington is so talented and put her 
heart and soul into teaching, training, 
directing and loving her students. SFC 
Art prepared me for critiques at the 
college level as well as the business 
level. It also taught me the importance 

of time management, meeting deadlines 
and opened me up to new methods of 
expressing my artistic vision. SFC’s art 
program is of my fondest memories of 
my time at SFC. 

ASHLEY BESCHELL (2008)
CALPOLY SLO: BS & MS CIVIL 
ENGINEERING. CIVIL ENGINEER, 
MOFFATT & NICHOL.

OWNER, BESCHELL PHOTOGRAPHY

I am an engineer and photographer. 
Having no formal training in 
photography, I have relied heavily on 
art fundamentals (particularly those of 
light/hues), that I was taught starting 
day one in Mrs. Farrington’s freshman 
art class. She created an environment 
that nurtured creativity and encouraged 
risk taking, two crucial ingredients to 
standing out in visual arts, and, really, 
all life endeavors. Now, I constantly 
push myself in my photography to take 
risks and experiment. I have worked 
to redefine a genre of portraiture using 
details, lighting and style to set my 
work apart, which has been a crucial 
element to the success of my business. 
Art classes were one of my favorite parts 
of SFC: they developed my attention 
to detail, broadened my creativity and 
truly changed the way I looked at the 
world – skills I use in both my careers 
as an engineer and photographer. I 
am so glad I have been able to take the 
passion that Mrs. Farrington fostered 
and turn it into something I use 
everyday! 
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Find Ashley: www.beschellphotography.com

Find Noah: www. rocketleague.com

Find Jenna: jenna@jennachassedesign.com 
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EMMA MCINTOSH (2009)
AZUSA PACIFIC: BA GRAPHIC 
DESIGN

DESIGNER, COLORSCIENCE

SFC’s art program created an incredible 
foundation for both my college and 
postcollege careers. In addition to 
the technical skills acquired, Mrs. 
Farrington also instilled in me a passion 
for the arts that will never fade and that 
fuels my every day at work. Even to this 
day, I find myself looking back at my art 
classes with her and referencing what 
she taught about light, shadows, and 
color. I learned about color theory and 
drawing/painting techniques, and also 
to stop and smell the roses – to see the 
beauty in everything. Mrs. Farrington 
created an extremely welcoming 
environment that allowed full creativity 
and imagination, and I attribute my 
love for the arts to her.  

CHELSEA GEST (2010)
PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY, 
ADVERTISING AND MULTIMEDIA 
DESIGN

HEAD OF MARKETING, KONCEPT 
INC.; OWNER, GESTHOUSE ON ETSY

The art program at SFC provided 
the tools and framework I needed to 
continue living a creative life outside 
of the classroom. The encouragement 
I received during the developmental 
years of my artistic journey was key in 
cultivating an inner confidence that 
continues to push me forward in my 
career. 

There’s a learning curve with all creative 
endeavors that can be so discouraging: 
your visions don’t yet match up with 
your technical abilities to execute them, 
and a lot of times this can lead to a 
crossroad where a lot of young artists 
will let that looming gap between 
vision and ability stifle any further 
growth. Mrs. Farrington’s guidance 
and reassurance was what curbed that 
frustration for me and helped to bridge 
that gap. She equipped me with the 
tools to keep learning about art, and 
to pursue graphic design as a natural 
extension of the fine arts foundation she 
helped create in me. 

My understanding of color theory, 
composition, and the fundamentals 
can be traced back to the SFC art 
curriculum, and it has been an 
invaluable asset to me as I create 
print and web advertisements, point 
of sale displays, package design, and 
other branding efforts as a Marketing 
professional.

Inspired by the Chalk Art Festival, I 
have entered several chalk art festivals 
since! Most recently, the Pasadena 
Chalk Art Festival in June. I discovered 
another specific creative outlet that I 
can do out in the world because of art 
class, and I’m grateful for the ability to 
continue pursuing artistic endeavors 
that are backed by the skills and 
knowledge I gained at SFC.
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Find Chelsea: www.chelseagest.com

Find Emma: www.ejmcintosh.com
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JENNY O’BRIEN (2011)  
PARSONS NEW SCHOOL FOR 
DESIGN, INTEGRATED DESIGN

CONTENT MARKETING, 
E-COMMERCE, CLUB MONACO 
CORPORATE

I would not have had the confidence 
to pursue art and design and to do the 
things that I am doing today if it had 
not been for Mrs. Farrington’s belief 
and encouragement of me throughout 
high school! I work on all site content 
on the website from the page layouts 
to the photo shoots of products and 
visual stories. SFC’s art program 
prepared me for what I do now because 
it gave me an opportunity to explore 
my love for design and to focus on my 
passion. Through Mrs. Farrington’s 
encouragement, I realized that I could 
turn it into a career. 

ALEXANDRA JOHNSON 
(2013) 
SOUTHERN METHODIST 
UNIVERSITY, CORPORATE 
COMMUNICATIONS, GRAPHIC 
DESIGN & ADVERTISING 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER, SLANT 
PARTNERS; OWNER, PRETTY ON 
PAPER ON ETSY

The SFC art program truly set the 
perfect foundation for where I am 
today. Before being placed into Art class 
my freshman year at SFC, I had no idea 
I had any artistic ability. 

Right now, I am working at SLANT 
Partners, which is a design-driven 
marketing firm. I also am the owner 

RYAN MALENA DAVIS 
(2013) 
AZUSA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY, 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 

DESIGNER, ICHI WORLDWIDE 
AGENCY 

I work as a Designer at ICHI 
Worldwide, an international creative 
agency in Hollywood that specializes in 
promoting films and video games. As 
part of a seven-person team, we won a 
Clio Silver Award for our work on an 
4D interactive promotion for the sci-fi 
movie “Life.”

By nurturing the love for art that I’ve 
had since a kid, SFC allowed me to 
embrace my passion and develop it in 
such a way that set me up for success in 
the field. The art program supported my 
dream to make art for a living. 

of a stationery company, Pretty on 
Paper, which I started my junior year at 
Southern Methodist University. I was 
able to pair my drawing and painting 
skills with those I learned at college to 
create unique stationery designs.
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Find Jenny: @jennavieveterese

Find AJ:  @ajjohnsonnn

Find Ryan: @rdanger

Thanks to Mrs. Farrington, I found my 
true passion in life where I can not only 
do what I love but help others as well. 



The faithful servant award honors 
those who have invested their time, 
influence and resources into the 

mission and vision of Santa Fe Christian 
Schools.  During the 29th Annual 
Auction & Celebration at the Sheraton 
Carlsbad Resort, SFC alum parents Steve 
and Paige Huffman were presented with 
the 2017 Faithful Servant Award.  

Serving the SFC 
Community 
Steve began attending SFC the year it 
opened, 1977, in seventh grade. Steve 
and Paige, married for over 30 years,  
started serving the Santa Fe Christian 
community from the moment their 
twin boys, Ryan and Austin, entered 
SFC in seventh grade. Paige began by 
supporting the boys’ sports teams and 
running tournaments. Soon Paige was 
fundraising, teaching Middle and High 
School PE, and coaching Middle School 
tennis. She even did a tour as the SFC 
Eagle Mascot! 

At the same time, Steve helped launch 
The Men of SFC. Over the years, 
Steve has served on the SFC Board of 
Directors, the Finance, Governance 
and Facilities committees, even after 
his sons graduated. Together, from 
2007 to 2009, Steve and Paige chaired 
SFC’s Annual Giving program. They 

also created and hosted the annual 
Christmas Gala, an elegant fundraising 
event at The Grand Del Mar, which 
continues today. The Huffmans also 
helped complete the Lower and Middle 
School renovations and spent weekends 
cleaning classrooms and planting just as 
their parents did 30 years earlier! Their 
family legacy continues.

SFC Partners with Parents
“While at SFC, our boys were 
surrounded by wonderful kids, 
parents and dedicated teachers who 
shared the same academic, social and 
spiritual goals,” Steve Huffman recalls. 
“Experiences such as an intimate life-
changing trip to Israel with Mr. Litts 
and Mr. Garcia laid a deeper foundation 
of faith of our children, and for us as 
parents.” Many teachers from SFC 
continue to invest in the lives of former 
students long after graduation.

Giving to Future 
Generations
Steve and Paige can’t think of a better 
place to invest their resources. Steve 
declares, “We want to be a part of the 
future plans of SFC! We give to SFC 
today for the future generations of 
Christian leaders, just as the many 
others who did before us.”   

First Generation 
Eagle Gives Back

“ Santa Fe Christian 

provided our family a 

daily extension of what 

we were striving for in 

our home.”  

STEVE HUFFMAN

FAITHFUL SERVANTS76
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Steve & Paige Huffman, 2017 Faithful Servant 
Award recipients



INTERIM HEAD OF SCHOOLS 
Jim Adare

CHIEF FINANCIAL & 
OPERATIONS OFFICER
Scott Travasos

CHIEF DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER
Ari Petersen

UPPER SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Matt Hannan

UPPER SCHOOL ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL 
Pamela Oden

MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Todd Deveau, Ed.D.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DEAN OF 
STUDENTS
Michelle Glenn

LOWER SCHOOL PRINCIPAL  
Hannah Park

LOWER SCHOOL ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL  
Amanda Walker

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR  
Claudia Lewis

ONCE. TWICE. THRICE. 
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL. The US Department of Education 
awarded SFC’s Upper School the National Blue Ribbon for an Exemplary High Performing 
School in 2017 joining the Lower and Middle School as National Blue Ribbon recipients.  
The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program recognizes public and private elementary, middle, 
and high schools based on their overall academic excellence or their progress in closing 
achievement gaps among student subgroups. 

Santa Fe Christian’s Upper School is one of six private high schools in the entire nation to 
receive this award in 2017. The BLUE RIBBON, another reason to celebrate!


