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Dear SFC Community,

Growing up as a beach kid on the shores of North Carolina, I 
often heard the phrase, “A rising tide lifts all boats.” That simple 
motto comes to mind particularly now, as I embark upon my first 
year as Head of Schools at Santa Fe Christian. We are setting our 
sights on new visions and standards, and as a result, everything 
improves! We are focused on building a vibrant future for the 
benefit of all SFC students, their families, and the community of 
San Diego. Our tide is indeed rising.

SFC recently celebrated its 40th anniversary of serving San Diego 
County families. We just opened a new and innovative academic 
building, and we proudly sent off another round of talented 
graduates to outstanding colleges and universities. Looking 
ahead, we are emboldened with a renewed vision, along with deep 
gratitude for all those who have made this next chapter possible. 

Santa Fe Christian is a place where students rise to new heights 
because they are mentored by inspiring adults. Teachers are the 
key to the success of this amazing community! As our teachers 
and coaches continue to build upon their own strengths, grow 
professionally, and strive to reach new limits, the students 
respond to challenges with robust courage. 

Our teachers are excited about God’s created order and the 
world He made! The infectious curiosity that teachers spark 
inside a student produces a multiplying effect that continues 
long after a student graduates. Thriving teachers and coaches 
produce energetic students who enter adulthood as adventurous 
individuals who aren’t afraid to take risks. 

I’m so proud to lead this amazing crew. As you read through this 
issue of the Spirit, know that these are the stories that energize 
and fuel our campus, allowing us to successfully navigate the 
waters together. We are setting our sights on new horizons for the 
future of SFC — I hope you’ll join us! 

In His Service,

    

Rod Gilbert, SFC Head of Schools
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EAGLE ESSENTIALS HELPS 
STUDENTS CONNECT THE DOTS

O
N A MISSION to help her K-5 students “connect the dots,” 
Hannah Park, Lower School Principal, smiles warmly as 
she observes children interacting on a busy playground. 
“Because we are a Christian school, all of us feel a great 

responsibility to teach our students the value and importance of 
being quiet influencers on the path to becoming strong, godly 
leaders. But at such a tender age, this is a pretty big concept to 
grasp! They are still very literal and compartmentalizing what 
they learn. The dots are being taught, but if they aren’t drawing 
lines between the dots, it doesn’t create a complete picture for 
them,” she says. 

After several faculty meetings and discussions, she put 
together a grassroots group, which included Kim Nicodemus 
(kindergarten teacher), Jessica Martin (fifth-grade teacher), and 
Amanda Walker (Lower School Assistant Principal). Collectively, 
they began unpacking SFC’s mission statement, looking through 
the lens of early habit formation and heart transformation. Mrs. 
Park says, “We began by asking each other, ‘How can we instill 
habits of good citizenship and develop godly character, while 
also guiding their understanding that salvation comes only from 
God, not by good works,’ in ways that even a five-year-old will 
understand?”

The collaborative result was Eagle Essentials, a character 
development program for K-5. The overall concept begins with 
three simple core values (the three R’s) — respect, responsibility, 
and resourcefulness, based loosely upon “Parenting by the Book” 
by John Rosemond.

RESPECT
Respect is both given and earned. John Rosemond says, “One 
must develop respect for others in order to develop self-respect. 
The young child takes the first step toward self-respect by 
learning respect for his or her parents. Respect then expands to 
other adult authority figures, to the immediate social group and 
eventually, to all mankind. In bestowing respect upon others, 
respect for self matures.” Applied as lessons in the classroom, Mrs. 
Nicodemus says, “It starts with something very basic and simple. 
Our kindergarten students practice respect for authority and their 
peers by learning to look at someone in the eye when talking, 
listening before speaking, waiting for their turn to speak or act, 
and addressing and answering all adults by their surnames.”

RESPONSIBILIT Y
Learning responsibility extends beyond personal belongings. We 
are commanded to love one another. This is a very important 
part of our responsibility — to show empathy, compassion, and 
kindness. Children acquire a sense of social responsibility if 
they are consistently expected to contribute to their families, 
classrooms, and other social spheres. Mrs. Park believes that 
the most powerful way of learning to make good decisions is by 
being allowed to make small mistakes, experiencing the related 
consequences, and seeing the adults around you still love you — 
even when you mess up. 

RESOURCEFULNESS
Resourcefulness has become one of the most important skills 
to teach today. Whether it’s working on a school project or 
solving a problem on the playground, kids need to learn how 
to identify their own problems and look for their own solutions 
independently. Mrs. Nicodemus offers examples of this, saying, 
“We frequently ask students questions like, ‘What do you think 

EAGLE ESSENTIALS

Habits of 
the Heart

The Three R’s: 
Respect
Responsibility 
Resourcefulness

A Lower School student 
looks up to her mentor 
with respect.
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you should do next? How do you think 
you could solve this problem? What tools 
do you have that would help you find the 
answer?’”

Teaching character development 
includes actionable ways to show, for 
instance, love, patience and kindness. 
Mrs. Park notes, “We guide our students 
along in how to actually live it out. We ask 
them, ‘How can you actually show love 
in your actions?’ We give them a target 
group on campus, like the bus driver, or a 
teacher’s aide. The children then come up 
with their own ideas, like picking up trash 
without being asked, being extra-polite on 
the bus, or discreetly handing someone 
a thank-you note. We encourage them 
to become quiet influencers for Christ. I 
tell my students, ‘Do something good… 
quietly. But do it because you should, not 
because you’ll be noticed.’” Sage advice 
from a wise counselor, indeed.

THE BUILDING BLOCKS
Throughout the year in the Preschool 
program, children are taught the “Fruit 
of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22-23) — love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control 
— so they can begin allowing these 
characteristics to inhabit their own 
personalities. This is a simple precursor to 
Eagle Essentials.

In Lower School, the Eagle Essentials 
program is introduced, and reinforced 
throughout the next six years — 
establishing godly habits of respect, 
responsibility and resourcefulness, while 
fostering humility and kind hearts. 

For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith 

– and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of 

God – not by works, so that 

no one can boast.  

For we are God’s 

handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do. 

EPHESIANS 2:8-10

A respectful Lower School 
student holds the door 
open for Ms. O’Shea . 

A resourceful  Lower School 
student asks a responsible 
schoolmate for help with 
putting on her shoe.

In Middle School, students are taught 
that leadership is not about being the 
one who is always front-and-center or 
who has the loudest voice. But rather, 
because they have learned to follow Christ, 
they must first become humble servant-
leaders, displaying great empathy and 
humility towards others. Students have 
an opportunity to live this out in tangible 
applications during their community 
service projects, retreats, and mission trips. 

Finally, as students enter Upper School, 
skills taught in the Leadership Academy 
program give way to more tenacious 
leadership attributes in recognizable, 
emerging leaders — in academics, 
athletics, the arts, and during mission 
trips. Quiet influencers now turn outward, 
becoming strong godly leaders, because 
they’ve first learned humility and grace.

The core essential behaviors we value 
as a Christian community at SFC are not 
meant to be rules or regulations, but rather 
the essence of who we are, as we journey to 
become decent, kind, empathetic people. 
Character development programs like 
Eagle Essentials, interlaced with academics, 
are designed to be the building blocks 
between grade levels. As students grow 
and develop, these tools enable quiet 
influencers to evolve into good citizens, 
positive contributors, and godly leaders — 
not because of the programs, but because 
they have pursued Christ-like habits and 
behaviors first.   



A Lifetime 
of Targeting 
Hearts for 
Christ

K
ATIE PRATT’S WARM EYES sparkle as she reminisces 
about her childhood. Growing up in a big Catholic family, 
she and her brothers and sisters attended Catholic school. 
There was one special teacher whose love for Jesus, the 

Church, and teaching was so palpable that it was downright 
inspiring. What also influenced her was her position as the eldest 
child in her family. In an effort to help her parents as best she 
could, she found herself maternally loving and caring for her six 
siblings — along with using her innate organizational skills — at 
an early age. 

She admits that she always felt God tugging at her heart, 
leading her to become a teacher. After 30 years in her profession, 
she reflects, “I’ve never seen teaching as a job; I’ve always viewed 
it as a gift and a ministry.” Her devotion to her lifework and her 
student relationships is undeniable, as she still keeps in touch 
with some students from her very first year of teaching, dating 
back to 1979.

At one point in her life, she was taking a summer class with 
her husband to learn Greek, which she found to be incredibly fun 
and interesting. One evening she came home, excited to discuss 

FACULT Y FOCUS

“You are not parenting alone, 

but have the greatest Parent 

telling you to take your eyes 

off of yourself and focus on 

Christ. You can focus on loving 

your child, just as they are.”

KATIE PRATT

6   S A N TA  F E  C H R I S T I A N

KATIE PRATT HELPS STUDENTS REALIZE      
THEIR GOD-GIVEN IDENTITY & ABILITY
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what she was learning with her brilliant husband. Frustrated, he 
said, “I just don’t get it… I can’t understand what you’re saying.” 
That ultimately prompted her to return to school to receive a 
second teaching credential in Special Education and Learning 
Disabilities, so she could learn to teach in different ways. About 
that experience, she says, 
“God really shaped me into 
the teacher I am today, not 
just for my students, but for 
my own family as well.” 

HER “AH-HA!” 
MOMENT 
Her two sons were straight-A 
students, but her little girl was 
really struggling in school. In an effort to help her daughter,  
Mrs. Pratt started playing some of the games she used with 
her own students, and that was her “Ah-ha!” moment: her 
daughter and her husband, who both struggled with auditory 
discrimination, were dyslexic. 

During this time, Pastor Rip Pratt (Mrs. Pratt’s husband) and 
their family were called from Escondido to Dallas, TX, to support 
a church and a school in need. When they returned to San Diego, 
they sought to find the best school with exceptional academics for 
their daughter, Erin. A friend told Mrs. Pratt about SFC, where 

there just so happened to also 
be a job opening for a Middle 
School English teacher. She 
interviewed for that position, 
but the principal heard about 
her background and the 
Academic Support Program 
she started at a Christian 
school in Dallas… and the 
rest is history. 

Now, as the Academic 
Support Program Director at SFC, Mrs. Pratt focuses on pointing 
the students to Jesus and who they are as children of God, 
training them with study skills, and mentoring and advocating 
for them. She uses strategic intervention to teach organizational 
skills, how to productively study a textbook, how to listen and 

LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS ABOUT MRS. PRATT 

E D U C AT I O N 
B.A. in Education (K-12, Multiple Subjects); 

M.A. in Special Education & Teaching 
Learning Disabilities; Resource Specialist 
Credential; two CA teaching credentials: 
Multiple Subjects & Special Education; 
Christian Counseling Extended Studies.

H O M E TOW N 
Newport Beach, CA. Currently lives in 

Escondido, CA.

FA M I LY 
Married 40 years to Rip, a Youth & Family 

Pastor; they have a daughter, two married 
sons, and two granddaughters.

S PA R E  T I M E
She loves archery, kayaking, bike-riding, 

reading books, snorkeling, and riding quads 
and their Jeep in the desert.

P E R F E C T  DAY 
“Snorkeling in Hawaii with my husband, 

swimming with the fish, eating fresh fruit, 
and visiting with the locals.”

take notes, and how to leverage study 
time most effectively. She works primarily 
with juniors and seniors, preparing 
them for the transition to college and 
the challenges ahead. In addition to Mrs. 
Pratt, there are five other teachers within 
the program, who are all gifted at bringing 
out the best in their students.

MRS. PRATT ’S M.O. 
Forever the voracious learner, she has 
also completed a Christian Counseling 
program. She felt she needed to do this, 
so she could communicate and connect 
with parents better. Mrs. Pratt explains, 
“Parents are coming to me about their 
biggest treasure — their children — and 
they often feel that their child is somehow 
broken. There is often guilt associated 
with that, and they feel responsible. I now 
have the tools and training to bring it 
around and say, ‘You can trust the Lord! 
You are not parenting alone, but have the 
greatest Parent telling you to take your 
eyes off of yourself and focus on Christ. 
You can focus on loving your child, just as 
they are.’ I can then come alongside them, 
lift them up as parents, give them study 
tips, and together we can best partner and 
support their child as a godly team.”

In her classroom, she always begins 
with prayer and devotions, because “it’s 
so important for kids to know who they 
are in Christ. And yes, they might have 
dyslexia or ADHD, but they also have 
so many strengths and talents that their 
Creator has given them. I want them to 
know their strengths and to realize their 
beauty in Christ. I want them to focus 
on Whose they are and what they can do 
through Jesus Christ Who strengthens 
them.” 

She also tells of the powerful impact 
of a book she read, entitled “Instruments 
in the Redeemer’s Hands.” She says, 
“Growing up Catholic, I kind of left 
sharing the faith to the priests and nuns, 
thinking that was their work, and that 
my work was separate. But I’ve come to 
realize that we are all instruments in the 
Redeemer’s hands, and that it is my job 
and calling to be a witness for Christ and 
to share His love every day so that we may 
all become mature in Christ.”

FULLY LOVED
What is her brightest hope for her 
students? “I want them to realize their 
worth, that they are fully loved by Jesus 
Christ, no matter what. They are never 
going to get to a point where God doesn’t 
love them any more or any less. I want 
them to know that He’s always there to 
accept them back, to love them, and to 
give them His grace and guidance. And 
that none of them are grace graduates or 
perfect. Only Jesus Christ is, and they can 
trust in Him.”   

Katie Pratt  |  13 YEARS AT SFC  |  TEACHES UPPER SCHOOL STUDY SKILLS  |  DIRECTOR OF ACADEMIC SUPPORT K–12 

“I WANT THEM TO KNOW THEIR 
STRENGTHS AND TO REALIZE THEIR 
BEAUTY IN CHRIST… TO FOCUS ON 
WHOSE THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY 

CAN DO THROUGH JESUS.”
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Radiating 
Passion and 
Purpose
THE DESK-JUMPING, HONEY BEE-
FARMING, SPIRITED THEOLOGIAN 
AUGUSTUS GARCIA IS DRIVEN BY  
HIS INTENSE LOVE FOR GOD 

O
RIGINALLY FROM A RURAL TOWN in Oregon, 
Mr. Garcia moved to the suburbs of Chicago to study 
political science and biblical studies at Wheaton College. 
Throughout his college experience, he continued to ask, 

“Lord, what would you have me do?” This led him out of the 
ROTC program and the lifetime government job he thought he 
would pursue, and directly to SFC. 

In complete faith, Mr. Garcia followed his then-fiancée (wife, 
Karlie) to San Diego, where she had accepted a teaching job. 
Shortly after arriving here, he was connected with SFC’s Middle 
School Principal (who just so happened to be a Wheaton grad) 
and was offered a teaching position. Though Mr. Garcia says he 
never seriously considered teaching as a career, in retrospect, he 
acknowledges he had several teachers and professors who greatly 
influenced his teaching style. In return, over the past 17 years as 
a teacher at SFC, Mr. Garcia has himself greatly impacted and 
inspired thousands of students who have walked through his 
classroom doors. 

FACULT Y FOCUS

“A proper tea party with  

my daughters is one of my 

most treasured pastimes!”

AUGUSTUS GARCIA
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UNDENIABLE PASSION 
Many would say that Mr. Garcia is one of the most memorable 
teachers at SFC. His undeniable passion and intense love for God 
drives everything he does. If jumping up on a desk is what it takes 
to prove a point about God’s desire for his students, he will do it. He 
challenges students to memorize scripture and to take God’s word 
as their own. His approach to 
teaching the Bible is defending 
the Gospel and helping 
students to discern what they 
believe. He gently guides them 
to independently recognize the 
Truth, no matter where they are 
in their relationship with God. 
He also makes himself available 
for all sorts of questions about life, tennis, and how to harvest 
honey from bees. 

When Mr. Garcia first began at SFC, he taught 11th-grade 
Bible Studies and was the boys’ tennis coach for several years. 
He currently teaches 10th-grade New Testament, 11th-grade 

Comparative Religions, and Junior Bible Seminar. He is also the 
head of the Speech and Debate team for Upper School and speaks 
at eighth- and 10th-grade retreats.

In his junior year at Wheaton, Mr. Garcia experienced the Holy 
Land in Israel, which further strengthened his faith as well as his 
eventual calling to be a teacher. For the past 11 years straight, 

he has been an instrumental 
chaperone on the annual Israel 
trip offered to SFC Upper 
School students. 

ULTIMATE GOAL 
What is his hope for each 
student who walks through his 
classroom doors? “My goal is 

that every student would move one step closer to the Lord and 
walk out as a kingdom builder.” While each one may come to his 
classroom at a different place in their own journey, Mr. Garcia’s 
hope is that they leave with a positive experience, hungering yet 
for more Truth.  

E D U C AT I O N
B.A. in Political Science and Biblical Studies 

(double major) from Wheaton College; 
Master’s of Ministry from St. Michael’s 

Seminary; spent an internship at Capitol Hill 
under Senator Gordon Smith of Oregon. 

H O M E TOW N
Rouge River, OR. Currently lives in  

Valley Center, CA.

FA M I LY
Married to Karlie for 17 years; they have five 

daughters, ages 8-15.

S PA R E  T I M E
He enjoys hanging out with his family, 

which includes proper tea parties  
with his girls.

P E R F E C T  DAY
“I wake up to a world of new opportunities, 

a new mountain to climb, a new 
conversation to hold, a new experience that 
reveals God’s goodness and love, and taking 

another step towards the kingdom.”

Augustus Garcia   |   17 YEARS AT SFC   |  TEACHES BIBLE   |  SPEECH & DEBATE COACH

“MY GOAL IS THAT EVERY STUDENT 
WOULD MOVE ONE STEP CLOSER 
TO THE LORD AND WALK OUT AS  

A KINGDOM BUILDER.”

LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS ABOUT MR. GARCIA
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FACULT Y FOCUS

Do the Math: 
Why This 
SFC Alum 
Returned to 
Teach
A JOYFUL RYAN GILLETT EMPLOYS  
HIS PASSION FOR PROBLEM-SOLVING  
TO “GIVE BACK” 

WHAT BRINGS A COLLEGE GRAD back to their 
alma mater to teach? Ask Ryan Gillett, Middle School 
math teacher and assistant football coach at SFC. His 
response is simple: “To give back.”

Growing up in Solana Beach, his childhood was far from 
perfect. He had his fair share of ups and downs — he watched 
his parents go through a painful divorce and struggle financially, 
and in high school, he suffered multiple knee injuries while 
playing football. But one thing that remained constant were the 
relationships he had with his SFC teachers and mentors, who 
supported him through it all.  

“I love football because 

it teaches the value of 

delayed gratification.  

It’s a great learning tool  

for life lessons.”

RYAN GILLETT
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A CALLING HOME 
While in college, working towards a degree in Applied Math, he 
considered his options. His original plan was to work in the business 
sector, make a comfortable living, and then at some point, go into 
teaching. But during his sophomore year, he realized that being a 
teacher meant more to him than any sum of money. 

Shortly after graduating 
from Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, he returned home 
to Solana Beach. Mr. 
Gillett reflects, “Even in 
high school, I just loved 
helping my friends with 
their algebra and calculus 
homework. I remember 
telling my teachers that I 
wanted to come back someday to teach and coach at SFC. I stayed 
in touch with Mr. Hannan throughout college, and he continued to 
mentor me. He advised me how to work towards becoming a great 
teaching candidate, and when I eventually applied for a job here, 
the entire SFC community rallied around me.”

Influenced by passionate, inspirational teachers and mentors, 
like Mr. Maxon, Mrs. Glenn and Mr. Whyte, Mr. Gillett’s desire 
to become a teacher was fueled by the opportunity to give back to 
SFC. “Having amazing teachers who impacted my life is what made 
me want to become a teacher in the first place. Now I have the 
opportunity to give back in the same way they did for me,” he says. 

MATH IN THE 
REAL WORLD
Fortunately for his Middle 
School students, Mr. 
Gillett has an innovative 
way of illustrating math 
concepts. He explains, 
“Math is like God’s order 
of the universe. It’s very 

structured and I love that about it. Often, people misunderstand 
math as not being creative, but it’s hugely creative! For instance, 
there are many ways to solve a problem but there’s always just one 
solution. It’s cool to see students approach a problem in different 
ways, but end up with the same answer. I believe this also teaches 

E D U C AT I O N
B.S. in Mathematics with a focus in 

Teaching and Single Subject Teaching 
Credential from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

H O M E TOW N
Solana Beach, CA.

FA M I LY
Recently married to Karly,  

his college sweetheart.

S PA R E  T I M E
Loves to surf, golf, and play pick-up 

basketball with his wife; read fiction and 
sports autobiographies.

P E R F E C T  DAY
“I would sleep in, have eggs and bacon for 

breakfast, play a round of golf, Board & 
Brew for lunch, afternoon surf session at 

Traps until sunset, then crawl into bed with 
my wife and read a book until I fall asleep.”

Ryan Gillett  |  THREE YEARS AT SFC  |  TEACHES MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH   |  COACHES FOOTBALL

perseverance, because most problems 
they encounter in life won’t have straight-
forward solutions either. They learn that 
challenging problems often take multiple 
attempts. Now they can use this skill set 
and apply it to many different situations.” 

He enjoys presenting real-world math 
applications to his students.  He says, 
“In my sixth-grade class, they learn the 
importance of using percentages. I teach 
my students how to figure out take-home 
pay from a fictional paycheck, determine 
a monthly living budget, and calculate 
restaurant tips and tax on purchases. I 
use real-life examples to explain things, 
because that’s what they’ll need in the 
future.”

When asked what he likes about 
teaching the most, he smiles and says, “It’s 
the students’ joy. I love coming into my 
classroom first thing in the morning, and 
they are excited and loud, and so ready 
to go. It’s a great way for me to kick off 
my day! It’s so much better than going 
straight into a cubicle. Instead, I get to 
walk into a classroom full of happy faces. 
I love hearing stories about their lives 
and connecting with them outside the 
classroom, too.”

FOOTBALL = FUNDAMENTAL 
LIFE LESSONS
Golf and football are his favorite pastimes. 
He grew up playing football and is 
overjoyed that he now has an opportunity 
to coach. “I love football because it 
teaches the value of delayed gratification. 
A player must work and train really hard, 
long before the season even begins. That 
player must invest 100 percent, and be 
completely committed to himself and to 
his team. It’s a great learning tool for life,” 
he says.

A GOD-DIRECTED LIFE
Inspirational mentors, profound 
moments, and even painful difficulties 
have shaped his life along the way, and 
he recognizes God’s hand and perfect 
timing throughout it all.  He says, “My 
parents’ divorce was very hard for me 
as a child, but it also taught me how to 
be independent and to work hard for 
what I wanted. I struggled with knee 
issues from football injuries, yet if I 
hadn’t gone through that, I wouldn’t have 
gone on a Russia mission trip. And if I 
hadn’t gone to Russia, my direction after 
that experience might have been very 
different. I’m thrilled to be back at SFC, 
teaching a subject I love, at a school I love. 
God has directed it all. I don’t want to be 
anywhere else or do anything differently.” 
Fortunately for SFC, Ryan Gillett has 
come full circle — coming home and 
giving back.  

“HAVING AMAZING TEACHERS WHO 
IMPACTED MY LIFE IS WHAT MADE ME 
WANT TO BECOME A TEACHER IN THE 

FIRST PLACE.”

LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS ABOUT MR. GILLETT



18   S A N TA  F E  C H R I S T I A N S P I R I T  |  FA C U LT Y  F O C U S  19

FACULT Y FOCUS

Fostering 
Growth with 
Love & Logic

K
IM NICODEMUS’ GREATEST DESIRE in life is for her 
kindergarten students, her family, and her own spiritual 
walk to be woven within a solid biblical worldview. “When   
the Lord teaches me something in my spiritual life, I can 

bring that into my classroom and teach my students what I’ve 
learned. It’s true and original, and it’s something I’m living out, 
right now. It’s amazing how a five-year-old can ‘get it.’ It’s no longer 
just a Bible story for them, it’s something in real-time that they 
can easily absorb… and that’s a God-moment for me. I’m rooted 
stronger in Christ because of it, and I think my students are, too. 
We are all being taught by the same God, and that’s awesome.”

A CALLING TO TEACH 
Her first calling to be a teacher was at the age of eight, when 
her third-grade class became “buddies” to the incoming 
kindergarteners. Mrs. Nicodemus reflects, “From that moment 
on, I just loved teaching and being in a classroom.” She laughs, “I 
would critique how my teachers decorated their bulletin boards, 
and I would daydream of how someday I would decorate my own 
classroom differently! I loved to play ‘school.’” In this way, God 
placed this pursuit on her heart at a very early age, and she is so 
grateful she listened to His calling. 
 As a mother of three grown children — all SFC alumni — she 
was strongly committed to being a stay-at-home mom for nine 

KIM NICODEMUS PREPARES THE           
“LITTLES” FOR A LIFETIME OF LEARNING

“Kindergarten is a child’s 

first experience where 

everything suddenly isn’t 

designed to meet their 

every need and make them 

happy. So, we foster their 

maturity and introduce 

them to new levels of 

responsibility…”

KIM NICODEMUS
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LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS ABOUT MRS. NICODEMUS

Kim Nicodemus  |  17 YEARS AT SFC  |  TEACHES KINDERGARTEN

years, until her youngest daughter entered 
kindergarten. After years of volunteering 
and substitute teaching, she considered 
the idea of teaching full-time, particularly 
when an opening 
for a kindergarten 
position became 
available at SFC. 
Prayerfully she 
sought out the Lord’s 
direction, then made 
the commitment to 
do so when she felt 
God tugging at her heart, once again.

A LOOK INSIDE HER 
CLASSROOM 
Mrs. Nicodemus says, “Kindergarten is a 
child’s first experience where everything 
suddenly isn’t designed to meet their 
every need and make them happy. So, 
we foster their maturity and introduce 
them to new levels of responsibility, all 
intermixed with great love and simple 
logic.”
 The purpose of kindergarten is to 
enable children to become students 
capable of learning in the classroom 
setting. “We give them the necessary, 
foundational tools which will be built 
upon in the years to come,” Mrs. 
Nicodemus explains, “Kindergarteners 
continue to move towards fluency in 
reading, deepen their numbers sense, and 
grow their mathematical thinking.” She 
also helps them become independent, 
critical thinkers, she says, “to find their 
voice, but to also understand that words 
are very powerful, so I teach them the 
importance of using those words well.”

What is her secret to getting — and 
keeping — a room full of five-year-olds 
engaged during the day? Mrs. Nicodemus 
says, “I change our activities about every 

15 minutes because anything longer than 
that, they get too distracted and can’t 
stay focused. I must plan very carefully 
and anticipate problems. Now it’s second 
nature and I find it works really well.” 

Her main strategy during the year, 
she explains, is to “teach them how to 
function as a member of a larger group, 
and how to participate and be an active 
contributor, because up until now, they 
have mostly been recipients. Of course, 
all lessons are wrapped in lots of love and 
patience, and reflecting Jesus. It’s evident 
to me that God makes a way for His will 
to be done in these children. He’s active 
and doing things around us all the time, 
and I want my students to know that 
about Him.”

LETTING GO 
Now an empty nester, she parallels 
a kindergarten school year with the 
last 20 years of raising her own three 
children: “There is a shift from providing, 
to encouraging, to letting go,” Mrs. 
Nicodemus remarks. Bittersweet indeed, 
but part of life, just as God intended. 

E D U C AT I O N
B.S. in Elementary Education from Christian 
Heritage College (now San Diego Christian 

College); Bible minor from Word of Life Bible 
Institute;  M.Ed. in Curriculum Development 

from Concordia University.

H O M E TOW N
Born in Ohio, grew up in La Mesa, and raised 

her own family in Encinitas.

FA M I LY
Married to Ken Nicodemus for 28 years, has 

three grown children and a daughter-in-law 
(AKA her “daughter-in-love”). 

S PA R E  T I M E
Outside of SFC, she participates in Bible  

study with her Growth Group at North Coast 
Church, is very involved with her big, busy 

family, and focuses on maintaining a  
healthy lifestyle.

P E R F E C T  DAY
“A sunny walk along the beach, spending 
time with my husband, then grabbing a 

bite to eat. Getting a pedicure, shopping at 
HomeGoods or Marshalls for a few hours,  

then meeting friends for dinner.”

“WE FOSTER THEIR MATURITY AND INTRODUCE 
THEM TO NEW LEVELS OF RESPONSIBILITY, ALL 

INTERMIXED WITH GREAT LOVE  
AND SIMPLE LOGIC.”

What is Mrs. Nicodemus’ advice to new 
parents to SFC? She says, “Just know that 
the SFC community is real. Be patient if 
you haven’t found your place here yet, 

because it’s coming, 
I promise you! A 
loving Christian 
community is here. 
It’s real and it’s 
authentic, and it’s 
just waiting for you.”  
 

 



Working alongside gifted faculty offers a rich learning 

experience in an environment that equips and encourages 

each student to sharpen their skills, develop as an artist, 

imagine new heights, and pursue their wildest dreams. 

Turn the page to learn more about the recent successes  

of SFC’s talented art students.

THE AR TS

Opportunity. Community. Passion. Pursuit of Personal 

Excellence. These are the values that drive the art 

programs at SFC, making it an integral part of campus 

life. The entire art department provides tremendous 

opportunities for students to explore their hidden  

talents and God-given abilities. 
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T  HE SFC EAGLE BAND, under the direction of David 
Hall, has always performed at a high caliber. But this past 
June, they traveled to Sydney, Australia, to participate in 

the Sydney Youth Musicale, taking their instrumental credibility 
to yet another level. Playing alongside the Linfield Christian 
School band from Temecula and the Shire Christian School band 
from Australia, they came together to form the 65-piece Pan-
Pacific Winds Ensemble. 

As if playing at the Sydney Opera House wasn’t enough, SFC 
sophomore, rising-star, and uber-talented musician-composer-
conductor Kevin Charoensri conducted his own composition, 
titled “Return.” Kevin says he was inspired to create a musical 
tribute to their trip, as the last time SFC performed in Sydney 
was over 19 years ago. SFC’s stellar band program is open to 
Upper, Middle, and Lower School students who are interested in 
expressing themselves through instrumental music. Many band 
members are also a part of various prestigious youth bands in the 
San Diego area; some students perform and practice regularly 
in the Mainly Mozart Youth Orchestra and Concert Band, while 
others have lead roles in orchestras for local musical theater 
groups. Collectively, this group of talented musicians pursues 
personal excellence every day, challenging themselves and 
inspiring others. The SFC band program legacy continues! 

I N THE ART DEPARTMENT AT SFC, under the leadership 
of Kailee Blankenship, students express themselves through 
their God-given talents using a variety of media and 

opportunities. While challenged to enhance their technique 
in a collaborative environment, they are encouraged to arrive 
independently at their own visual solution. Senior art students 
develop a portfolio to showcase, displaying their best work 
throughout their high school career at the AP and Studio Art 
Senior Exhibition. The objective is to display the scope of their 
development of higher-level skills and creativity, highlighting the 
advancement of their artistry. 
 Beyond the walls of SFC, three senior AP Art students have 
entered into the San Diego County Office of Education’s 2018 
Youth Art Month Exhibition. Many SFC graduates have gone on 
to pursue a major in art at the university level. 
 SFC art teachers are mentors who embolden students to explore 
their natural talents and seek out their emerging artistic style. 
They are dedicated to nurturing the innate desire to design and 
create through critical thinking, technical competence, and visual 
problem-solving. 

THE SFC EAGLE BAND  
TRAVELS DOWN UNDER

ART EXHIBITS SHOWCASE 
CREATIVITY & SELF-DISCOVERY
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BEHIND THE BRIGHT LIGHTS, toe-tapping music, 
and talented performances of SFC’s drama program are 
countless hours of hard work, effort, and dedication of 

both cast and crew. Lydia Tkach, who starred in the magical 
spring production of “Mary Poppins,” highlighted the “family-like 
dynamic that became a core aspect of our preparation and the 
fondest memory of my experience.” 

Students have the opportunity to work alongside their peers 
from all different levels across campus. Unlike larger schools 
— where only a handful of the student body might participate 
in drama productions — at SFC, students of all ages and 
backgrounds join together to create a unified team. Commenting 
on this, director Matt Corsaro says, “Camaraderie, friendship, 
leadership, and selflessness may not be listed on the script, but 
they will make all the difference in a performance. We constantly 
challenge ourselves to push for new heights every show.” 
Through each show season, students are challenged to grow in 
their abilities beyond what they thought possible because of the 
support, love, and guidance they receive from each other.

 NYONE CAN EXPRESS THEIR EMOTIONS with 
music, and thankfully, everyone is born with one 

instrument — a voice to sing. Lives are transformed 
through self-expression as vocalists inspire, exalt and spur one 
another on with their voices. 

With the message of Colossians 3:16 as a backdrop to 
everything he does, choir director Vladlien Bgatov desires to 
demonstrate singing that has a purpose. With that in mind, the 
choir is purposefully involved and invested in the surrounding 
community and churches, hoping to clearly demonstrate that 
“singing with a purpose is not merely for the ears or the soul. 
We are created, commanded, and compelled to sing to our God,” 
Bgatov says. Over the years, the Chamber Chorale has traveled 
domestically and internationally to bring the gospel to their 
audiences through music. This year, the Chamber Chorale will 
work right here in San Diego, ministering to the homeless in City 
Heights and singing at local churches in the area because our 
community is our mission field.  
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BARING THEIR SOULS THROUGH 
SONG, SFC SINGS WITH PURPOSE

SFC THRIVES ON THEATRICS  
AND TAKES A BOW
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Putting 
Faith  
into  
Action
SERVING OTHERS 
AROUND THE GLOBE
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“FOR ME, IT MADE THE WORLD A BIT SMALLER. WE TALKED ABOUT AMERICAN POLITICS, COMIC 

BOOKS, AND TV SHOWS, AND I REALIZED THAT WE ARE ALL TEENAGERS WITH SIMILAR INTERESTS.” 

ALICE MARTENS0N, CLASS OF 2019, RWANDA

MISSIONS

BUILDING COMPASSION through 
the lens of a mission trip is an 
essential part of the SFC experience. 

This calendar year, SFC sent mission 
teams to: India, Thailand, Italy, Haiti, 
Rwanda, France, and the Dominican 
Republic. Partnering with multiple 
organizations and projects around the 
world, SFC students have the opportunity 
to truly put their faith into action.  

Those who participate in short-term 
mission trips are learning to serve Jesus 
Christ in very different cultures where 
everything is unfamiliar — the language, 
food, modes of transportation, cultural 
customs, and even different religions. 
These cultural differences stretch them as 
they begin to depend on Almighty God as 
never before. Students see other cultures 
and interact with people who love Jesus 
so much, yet often possess so very little. 
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, these 
experiences cause “changed lives,” and the 
desire to serve the Lord Jesus Christ has 
new meaning.   



30   S A N TA  F E  C H R I S T I A N S P I R I T  |  M I S S I O N S   31

BA S K E T S
   W I T H O U T
    B O U N DA R I E S
E  

VERY YEAR, SFC sends several mission teams around the 
world. Each team reaches out to a different target group, 
and each year existing relationships with their international 
partners deepen and lives are changed for all those 

involved. Godwin Mayega, head of Destiny Life and Nations 
Changers Christian School in Uganda, has partnered with SFC to 
mightily impact one student at a time.

G O D ’ S  P L A N  F O R  M U KO N O
It all began with a big dream on a small, makeshift basketball 
court in the Mukono district of central Uganda. While on a 
mission trip to work at Godwin’s ministry, SFC student James 
Lock and his friend Devon Roeper, gathered a group of newfound 
Ugandan friends to shoot some hoops on a simple dirt court. 
They saw a need, and together raised money to build the area’s 
first and only community basketball court. Little did they know, 
they would be giving youngsters in the community more than just 
a fun pick-up game of basketball — they would also be providing
a rich opportunity to change the course of their lives. With 
God, small ideas can turn into something far beyond what was 
originally intended or ever imagined.

This same basketball court has become an integral part of 

Godwin’s ministry and a center of transformation, drawing 
Ugandan students from all over the country. In fact, it has become 
so successful, the program has since been duplicated throughout 
Uganda. 

SFC partners with Godwin by sending mission teams each year to 
work with his community center and primary school. He expresses 
that he “has seen the providential hand of God working because of 
generous SFC students and their parents, who have been willing 
to invest in the ministry and form relationships with the Mukono 
community.” By coming alongside his ministry, SFC students 
become a dynamic part of a much bigger story of what God is doing 
there. Godwin says his ministry and students “are stronger in the 
Lord because of the joy we have received through SFC.”

Many young lives have been powerfully impacted by Godwin’s 
ministry. Two young girls, who came to his center to play on 
the basketball team (now named Nations Changers Eagles), 
have been forever transformed through the power of a Christian 
community. These are their stories...

A R A C H  P R O S C OV I A
An orphan from a war-torn region of northern Uganda, Arach 
Proscovia traveled to the center of the country in search of a 

MISSIONS

basketball scholarship that might earn her the ability to finish 
school. At the time, the basketball court had just been completed,
and Godwin was working to form an official basketball team.
When Arach arrived at the ministry center, Godwin welcomed 
her into his home and paid for her 11th- and 12th-grade 
schooling while she played on the team. Upon completion of 
her secondary schooling, Arach was eligible for a university 
basketball scholarship. Four years later, she graduated with her 
bachelor’s degree. Praise God for His blessing of renewed hope 
and opportunity for Arach’s life!

S A N D R A  A S I I M W E
Sandra Asiimwe traveled to Godwin’s center from western 
Uganda after dropping out of school in the 10th grade. She joined 
his basketball team, and while increasing her athletic skills, 
she also enrolled in a seamstress course at Nations Changers 
Christian School. Today, she has completed her skills training 
and formal education, and graduated with a high school diploma. 
On top of that, she is currently being recruited by the national 
basketball team! Another praise report from Godwin’s ministry!

 “Each girl has a different story, but each life changed is a major 
win!” Godwin says. In a country where parents arrange marriages 
for their daughters as early as 12-years-old, the opportunity to 
choose school, and a path of independence instead, is tremendous 
for these young people. 

 Thanks to SFC’s robust support of hosting a work skills 
program, sending student missionary teams, and contributing to 

their basketball program, these two fortunate girls — and many 
others like them — have been able to finish their schooling and 
find a home at Nations Changers Christian. Godwin’s ministry 
is able to provide underprivileged students with scholarships, so 
they can finish their primary education and advance to secondary 
school.

 What began as a small dream has transformed into a formal 
basketball team, a Christian school, scholarship opportunities 
(funds raised through the training programs), practical tools to 
help young students begin their adult lives, brighter futures, and 
new relationships with Jesus Christ.  

 Godwin’s fervent hope for the future is to continue the 
tremendous partnership with SFC. He hungers to expand his 
outreach even further. Since Nations Changers Christian doesn’t 
currently have a secondary school, he dreams of building one 
with the same values that are emphasized in the primary school.

 Beyond the building, Godwin would like to form a partnership 
with SFC faculty to train, empower, and encourage Nations 
Changers Christian teachers to better the education they offer. He 
also hopes to establish a student exchange program someday.

 For SFC students who travel to Uganda — though they may 
only be there a short period of time — they leave a positive, 
lasting impression upon Ugandan students. And for those SFC 
students, they in turn are also powerfully impacted, returning 
home with tender hearts and fresh perspectives of God’s glorious 
intervention in the lives of His children — even if on a remote 
basketball court in central Uganda.   

AN UPDATE  
FROM UGANDA
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P
ERSONAL TRANSFORMATION of the heart happens 
when biblical principles are translated into a meaningful 
life of servitude. Mission trips provide students with such 
opportunities to show great compassion, mercy and grace.

 SFC sixth-graders spend a day serving at the San Diego Rescue 
Mission, seventh-graders partner with Praying Pelicans to help clean 
and construct classrooms in Tucson, Arizona, and eighth-graders 
partner with New Vision Urban Missions to serve the community and 
the homeless in City Heights.

Many students come away from these experiences with an entirely 
different perspective of how they view humanity. Something shifts for 
them — they become more respectful, understanding, benevolent, 
and empathetic. Their overall outlook is different because of the 
experience, establishing a new context for their own lives. This would 
be very difficult, if not impossible, to teach in the classroom alone.

The goal of mission trips is to be a blessing with a Christ-like 
servant’s heart, and to truly understand what it means to show 
humility and kindness through personal interactions. Students learn 
how to be the salt of the earth, the light of the world, and ultimately, 
how to have a servant’s heart.  

MISSIONS

Students collect food 
to share with the 
community.

After distributing 
food to the homeless, 
students break down 
cardboard boxes. 

Eighth-grade students 
help a local church clean 
up prior to a renovation.

BLESSING 
OTHERS 
WITH A 

SERVANT’S 
HEART

Eighth-graders 
organize paperwork 
in a classroom in City 
Heights.

Eighth-graders hand 
out supplies to the 
homeless.
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LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

Developing 
Remarkable, 
Godly  
Leaders
S

FC’S ATHLETIC PHILOSOPHY is: “Be A Champion 
for Christ, in relationships, and on the field. We represent 
Christ in everything we do, and as we serve Him in 
athletics, we impact our team, the fans, and those we 

compete against. As we strive to produce championship teams, 
any success that comes our way, we give God the glory.”

Coach Chad Bickley, SFC’s Athletic Director, not only leads 
a remarkable athletic program, but lives and breathes the Be A 
Champion mindset:

“Winning championships is not our primary goal but rather 
a by-product of the leaders and characters we are training and 
developing. We’re most interested in producing well-rounded 
students who are not only top athletes, but more importantly, 
committed scholars with godly characters who in turn, will be 
godly leaders.”

Because Coach Bickley understands the value of being a highly-
effective coach and leader, two years ago, he expanded upon 
the Be A Champion ideology by introducing a comprehensive 
student-athlete leadership program to SFC, called the Leadership 
Academy, sponsored by Nuna. The leadership program 
curriculum was authored by Jeff Janssen, a world leader in 
sports-leadership development. Nuna, a baby product company, 
sponsored the program because they believe in leadership and see 

“Winning championships is not our primary goal but rather a by-product 

of the leaders and characters we are training and developing.” 

CHAD BICKLEY, SFC ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

ATHLE TICS

Student-athletes practice the  
Fireman Carry to inspire trust 
and build confidence  among 
teammates.
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the value of building strong leaders.
“This program,” Coach Bickley 

illustrates, “will empower our student-
athletes with practical tools necessary 
to develop them into leaders — not just 
leaders on the field or in the gym — but 
godly leaders throughout their lives.” He 
fervently desires to “teach his athletes to 
put Jesus in front — in front of their team, 
their family, their work — in front of 
every aspect of their lives.”

A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO 
LEADERSHIP
The Leadership Academy introduces 
creative ways and innovative perspectives 
in team-building, mental toughness 
and coaching. The goal is to awaken a 
student-athlete’s talent and potential, 
then provide them with practical tools 
to become effective godly leaders-by-
example who are committed to a lifetime 
of service, success, and significance. 
Throughout the coursework, the 
program demonstrates how to become a 

responsible and respected leader, how to 
inspire teammates and set a positive tone 
for collective success, how to overcome 
team conflict, and how to hold themselves 
and their teammates accountable.

Coach Bickley explains that being on 
an athletic team — during practice and 
while playing competitively — is also a 
great place to practice leadership skills, 
promote a culture of encouraging others, 
and handle adversity with grace. He says, 
“We want to see Leadership Academy 
graduates walk away with the confidence 
to use the leadership skills we’ve 
taught them here and be poised to take 
ownership of their individual leadership 
style in the years ahead.”

Senior Michael Linguadoca, captain 
of the SFC football team, and current 
student in the Leadership Academy, says, 
“I’m learning about the importance of 
leadership values and how it takes every 
teammate to be a part of the bigger puzzle 
to win and be successful. As a leader and 
captain, I’m learning how to apply these 
values to my team through drills and 

practices, and then in turn, I’ll be able to 
apply these same principles in my own life.” 

THE BREAKDOWN
An integrated approach to leadership
development, the program targets three
distinct groups of student-athletes:
freshman, emerging leaders and
veteran leaders. 

Leadership 101, The Athlete’s 
Responsibility, is open to all freshman. 
Leadership 201, Leading by Example, 
is for emerging leaders and is open to 
sophomores and juniors selected by 
coaches and an application process. This 
curriculum builds a strong foundation for 
prospective young leaders with insights, 
strategies and skills necessary to become 
effective leaders on their team, on campus 
and in the community. Leadership 301, 
Vocal Leadership, is targeted at veteran 
leaders and is open to juniors and 
seniors who are selected by coaches. This 
curriculum provides established team 
leaders with advanced leadership training 

and support; teaching critical team-
leadership skills and insight necessary 
to be effective managers while facing the 
challenges of being in a leadership role.

SFC’s Be A Champion philosophy, 
together with the Nuna Leadership 
Academy, fosters valuable leadership 
skills and relationships on and off the 
field. More importantly, these ideals 
model a culture of Christ-centered core 
values, high standards of behavior, and a 
commitment to unified teamwork. SFC is 
honored to have a godly man like Coach 
Bickley, who is able to look beyond the 
trophy case, and establish a precedence 
for developing the next generation of 
young men and women leaders who will 
be champions for Christ.   

 

SFC’S ATHLETIC PHILOSOPHY

Be a Champion for Christ, 
in relationships, and on 
the field. We represent 
Christ in everything we 
do, and as we serve Him 
in athletics, we impact 
our team, the fans, and 
those we compete against. 
As we strive to produce 
championship teams, any 
success that comes our 
way, we give God  
the glory.

LEFT: In a race against time, student-athletes work 
together to complete a team-building challenge on 
the field. 

RIGHT: Student-athletes exercise together as they 
push themselves and  each other to reach their 
physical potential.
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ATHLE TICS

Girls Volleyball and Boys 
Basketball Teams Win Back-
to-Back CIF Titles
THE EAGLES VOLLEYBALL TEAM was heading into the 2017 season 
after the best season SFC had ever achieved across any program: in 
2016, our Lady Eagles won the Open Division championship. With 
eight seniors graduated and only one remaining from the 2016 team, 
many people thought this would be a rebuilding year. However, the 
Lady Eagles thought otherwise.

The Lady Eagles finished the regular season with a 21-11 record, 
securing the number two seed in Division 1. In the first playoff match, 
the Eagles took down La Jolla, 3-1. This win led to one of the most 
epic volleyball games SFC had ever seen against the Carlsbad Lancers. 
The Lancers achieved a two-game lead until senior captain, Camryn 
Tastad, rallied the Eagles to win the next three games.

The Eagles went on to beat Poway in the Semifinals, advancing 
them to a championship match with Del Norte. In front of a full 
gymnasium at Cathedral Catholic, the Eagles won three games to one, 
securing back-to-back CIF Championships. Congratulations to Coach 
Amanda Miles and the 2017 Eagles Volleyball team on an epic season! 

THE BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM opened their season 
with only one starter from the previous year, having lost four of 
last year’s starters to graduation. This team was ready to defend 
their title, yet there were more difficulties to conquer.

In the first win over Kearny, the Eagles lost their MVP player, 
Matthew Stevenson, due to a concussion. In the second round, 
the Eagles lost another starter, Brook Gray, who also suffered 
an injury. Nevertheless, the team pulled out a victorious 65-56 
win against La Costa Canyon. In the semifinals, the Eagles faced 
Mission Hills with two starters out. Despite the odds, the team 
was determined and went on to win the game in overtime, with 
a score of 60-55. This win advanced them to the championship 
game against El Camino. The Eagles played one of their best 
games of the season, winning 63-52. With this triumph, they 
claimed their second Division I Championship title at Viejas 
Arena. This group of young men truly showed the power of a 
team by overcoming many obstacles! 

Reflecting upon the win, Coach Bickley smiles and says, “There 
is power in a team that doesn’t care who gets the credit. We give 
God all the glory! And I truly believe He blessed the attitude of 
this team.”  

O N S H I P X 2C I F  C H A M P I



ASHLEY KOWACK
UC SANTA CRUZ, BASKETBALL

“Coach Byrd taught me how to play my best 
game while keeping Him above all else.  She 
made me the player and person I am today. 
Because of her, I know I will succeed on and 

off the court, in college and beyond.”

GRANT KOOPMAN
ROBERT MORRIS UNIVERSITY, LACROSSE

“An awesome tradition we have as a team is to 
pray before and after practice or games and 

include praying for our troops.”

ISAIAH LOVE
WHEATON COLLEGE, FOOTBALL

“Playing at SFC has taught me to be a selfless 
and strong leader while putting the team’s 

benefit above my own desires. This has 
molded and shaped me into the Christ-

centered leader I am today.”

JACK MCROSKEY
COLORADO COLLEGE, BASKETBALL
“Two of my best memories with the 

Basketball team are working together on 
the Taiwan mission trip and winning the CIF 

Division 1 Championship back-to-back.”

JOSH THOMAS
WHEATON COLLEGE, FOOTBALL

“The football coaches have not only 
challenged me to become a better football 
player, but they have also challenged me in 
my walk with Jesus and to be a better man. 

For this, I am forever grateful.”
”

LUKE SANDERS
GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY (HONORS 

COLLEGE), RUGBY
“My coaches have taught me the value of a 
team and how we can accomplish so much 

more when we play unselfishly.”

CAMRYN TASTAD
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, VOLLEYBALL

“My coaches believed in me and kept pushing 
me to become the best player possible. They 

have shaped me into the athlete I am and 
more importantly the person I am today. ”

TYLER THORNTON
SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE OF CALIFORNIA, 

BASEBALL
“The coaches have given me a chance to 

compete at a high level. We play as a team 
and win as a team.  It was an honor to play 

baseball here!”

SOPHIA YPHANTIDES
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, WOMEN’S CREW
“My teachers have played a critical role in 
my success both in and outside of school. 

They have encouraged and guided me 
academically, emotionally, and spiritually 

over the past four years.”

DEMITRI WASHINGTON
BOISE STATE (HONORS COLLEGE), FOOTBALL

“The coaches have instilled in us players to be 
a positive light to those who look up to us. To 
show them the love of Jesus and that we can 

accomplish all things through Him.”

ALEC BAKKEBY
LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY, SOCCER
“Coach Chad Bickley has mentored me and 
taught me what it means to be a leader in 

life. He has empowered me to stay strong in 
my walk with God.”

EMMA DUDLEY
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY, BASKETBALL

“Coach Byrd has taught me to use basketball 
as my mission field, that God has called me to 

work as hard as I can, and to glorify Him.”

TJ ASKEW
CLAREMONT MCKENNA COLLEGE, BASKETBALL

“SFC has taught me to persevere through 
hard times along with the importance of 

teamwork.”

PREPPED for COLLEGIATE 

COMPETITION
SFC SENDS 
13 FROM THE 
CLASS OF 
2018 TO THE 
NEXT LEVEL 
OF ATHLETIC 
COMPETITION

Each year, SFC athletes 
go on to play at top 
universities and 
colleges across the U.S. 

Thirteen SFC graduates 
from the class of 2018 
(12% of the class), will 
be playing collegiate 
sports, which is double 
the national average of 
6%, according to the 
NCAA.

ATHLE TICS
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CELEBRAT ING  TH  E  CLASS OF 2018
100%

F O U R - Y E A R  
C O L L E G E

A C C E P TA N C E  
R AT E 

585
A C C E P TA N C E S  TO

86%
TO O K  M I S S I O N  

T R I P S

2X
T H E  N AT I O N A L

AV E R A G E  O F  N C A A
C O L L E G I AT E 

AT H L E T E S224
C O L L E G E S  &  

U N I V E R S I T I E S

51%
AT T E N D I N G  

C O L L E G E
O U T- O F - S TAT E

CLASS OF 2018 AT A GLANCE 

T  HE ENTIRE SFC CLASS OF 2018, with 114 seniors, 
applied to 224 colleges and universities, and received 
585 acceptances. One hundred percent of the students 

who applied to a four-year college were accepted. Fifty-seven 
percent of the class were given the distinction of AP Scholar or 
higher. In addition, two SFC seniors were named National Merit 
Scholarship Finalists, after competing with more than 1.6 million 
students. 

TOP 10 COLLEGE CHOICES
UCSD (6)
Westmont College (5)
University of Oregon (4) 
Texas Christian University (4)
UC Berkeley (4)
Biola University (4)
Pepperdine University (3) 
Cal Poly SLO (2) 
UCLA (2) 
UCSB (2)

OTHER COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES
Boston College, Boston University, Brown University, Claremont 
McKenna College, Cornell University, Duke University, 
Emory University, Georgetown, Gonzaga University, Harvard, 
University of Notre Dame, University of Pennsylvania, Princeton, 
Purdue University, Stanford University, University of Virginia, 
Washington University in St. Louis, Wake Forest University, 
Wheaton College, College of William and Mary, Villanova, Yale 
University, and many more.

INTERNATIONAL ACCEPTANCES
St. Andrews University 
King’s College London 
The American University of Paris



I AM 
INCREDIBLY 
THANKFUL 
FOR THE TIME, 
LOVE AND 
GUIDANCE 
THAT THEY 
HAVE POURED 
OUT OVER ME. 

B L A I N  W E E K S  | CLASS OF 2014

“

“Upon graduating SFC in 2014, I attended 

California Polytechnic State University in San 

Luis Obispo. Coming out of SFC, like most 

students, I didn’t know what I wanted to 

do. Since Cal Poly requires you to declare a 

major, I figured by studying software at least 

I could get a job. In 2018, I graduated with a 

B.S. in Software Engineering and a minor in 

Statistics and started my career at Apple as a 

Software Engineer. It has been a challenging 

experience — moving to a new city, meeting 

lots of talented, passionate people, and 

working harder than I ever have before. And, 

it is also incredibly rewarding! It is exciting to 

grow as an engineer and a professional.

My favorite part about SFC was, and is, 

the people. The teachers, students, and 

administrators had a huge impact on my 

life and many have continued to support 

me during my time in college and beyond. 

Every lesson I learned — from the discipline 

instilled through the athletics program, to 

the creativity honed in the performing arts 

— was taught through a Christ-like lens, 

due to the people I was surrounded by every 

day. I am incredibly thankful for the time, 

love and guidance that they have poured out 

over me. Their investment has placed me on 

a path towards where I am today… a path I 

hope to continue following.
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I WANT THERE 
TO BE LESS 
BAD GUYS 
AND MORE 
HEALING 
PEOPLE IN 
THIS WORLD. 

“

“

T Y L E R  M I L E S  | C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 2

I graduated from SFC in 2012 and 

went on to study Photojournalism and 

Peace, War and Defense at the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. After 

college, I began working for International 

Justice Mission (IJM), an anti-slavery and 

justice transformation organization. I 

had the opportunity to work for a year in 

Gulu, Uganda, as the Executive Assistant 

to the Field Office Director and moved 

to Washington, D.C. to work at their 

headquarters. Now, I am working towards 

my Masters in Forensic Psychology and 

am working at a domestic violence/sexual 

assault safe house in D.C. Why have I chosen 

this career path? I [just] want there to be 

less bad guys and more healing people in 

this world. 

My favorite part about SFC is the 

friendships that I have made. There is 

another SFC student in D.C., and it is always 

so comforting to see him because he 

understands my life on a level that few can. 

More than that, the biggest impact that SFC 

has had on my life is the values instilled at 

a young age. It was a foundation that I have 

been able to accept and challenge since 

graduating. 

ALUMNI

SFC ALUMNI MAKE THEIR 
MARKS ON THE WORLD

Where Are 
They Now?
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SFC TAUGHT 
ME THE VALUE 
OF WORKING 
HARD, WHILE 
LEAVING THE 
RESULTS TO 
GOD. 

B R A D  S E A R L E  | CLASS OF 2011

“

“

After graduating from SFC in 2011, I 

went on to study Accounting at Westmont 

College in Santa Barbara. I became a CPA 

and began my career at PwC Austin. I then 

became a full-time entrepreneur in 2017 

when I founded SPRINGBOUND, a small 

company that produces sprouted nuts. 

Sprouted nuts are healthier and tastier than 

raw or roasted — my mom made them 

for our family when I was growing up, and 

when I couldn’t find sprouted nuts in stores, 

I decided to make them myself. A year 

after launching in a local farmers market, 

SPRINGBOUND is now sold all over the U.S. 

Looking back, SFC offered me a unique 

opportunity to create meaningful 

relationships with teachers, participate in 

sports, and create lifelong friendships. Also, 

Coach Bickley taught me that I can only 

control two things on the court and in life: 

attitude and effort. As an entrepreneur, there 

are constant ups and downs, but maintaining 

a positive outlook and pressing forward are 

essential to success. My time at SFC really set 

me up for success in college and beyond. It 

taught me the value of working hard, while 

leaving the results to God. 

THOSE 
EXPERIENCES 
IN ANOTHER 
COUNTRY 
CHANGED 
MY LIFE AND 
STILL IMPACT 
ME TODAY.

TAY L O R  WO N G  | CLASS OF 2013

“

“ After graduating from SFC in 2013, I 

attended Baylor university and was an MIS 

(Management Information Systems) major. I 

was hired at IBM into the Summit Program, 

which is essentially a six-month intensive 

sales program. I then went on to join a 

Financial Services team, where I currently 

work as an MLC (Monthly License Charge) 

specialist for our mainframe customers.

My favorite part of SFC was the people. 

The teachers and staff were amazing and 

genuinely had our best interests in mind. 

And I loved all of my friends — I’m still 

friends with so many people from SFC. I’m 

getting married in April, and 5 out of 10 of 

my bridesmaids were in my class at SFC. 

The biggest impact that SFC had on me 

was twofold: one was being in a constant 

Christian environment… once you graduate, 

the world is very different and you have to 

remember the fundamentals of Christianity 

that you learned. Second, were the mission 

trips I did at SFC. I actually started the India 

missions trip my freshman year with Kathryn 

Bussey, and we both went all four years of 

high school. Those experiences in another 

country changed my life and still impact me 

today. It taught me to remember that there 

are always people less fortunate than you, 

and you should always give in whatever way 

you can.
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PROBABLY 
ONE OF THE 
BIGGEST 
IMPACTS 
FROM SFC 
WAS THE WAY 
THE LORD 
USED COACH 
LYONS IN MY 
LIFE.

“

“

Upon graduating from SFC in 2004, I 

attended Westmont College and earned a 

B.A. in Economics and Business. After that, I 

went to the Loma Linda University School of 

Dentistry and graduated in 2013. I currently 

work as an Army orthodontist in Vicenza, 

Italy, treating active duty soldiers and their 

families. I enjoy serving our nation’s soldiers 

and their family members, and seeing the 

incredible transformation in people’s smiles. 

My wife, Maria, and I really enjoy living in 

Italy and being able to travel. We also really 

enjoy the Italian culture and the amazing 

food! We recently found a church started 

by a retired U.S. Marine and have enjoyed 

worshipping with other believers. We 

have a lot to be thankful for, and still can’t 

believe the Lord has provided us with this 

opportunity to live in Italy. 

SFC had a big impact in my life. By going 

to SFC, I was able to be involved in many 

extracurricular activities, including soccer, 

Chamber Chorale, and numerous musicals. 

The people at SFC had a great influence 

in my life and I’m still close with many 

graduates. I was married back in 2014, and 

five of my groomsmen were SFC graduates. 

While attending SFC, I was challenged in my 

faith. Probably one of the biggest impacts 

from SFC was the way the Lord used Coach 

Lyons in my life. Coach is still a close friend 

today, and continues to challenge and 

encourage me in my relationship with Jesus. 

SFC had a huge role in my development and 

I’m so thankful for my parents, who allowed 

me to attend such a great school.

G R E G  W R I G H T  | CLASS OF 2004

“
M A R I E  ( C R O M M E T T )  S C H I E R  |  C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 0

After I graduated from SFC in 2010, I 

went to Baylor University, where I earned 

my BBA in Finance and Media Business (May 

2014) and my M.S.Ed. in Higher Education 

and Student Affairs (May 2016). I currently 

serve as a Manager in the Student Success 

Center at the University of Texas at Dallas. 

My primary responsibilities are to develop 

programs that increase student achievement 

in math and science courses, manage the 

leadership development and curriculum 

of nearly 120 peer mentors, and create 

pedagogical techniques to increase active 

learning.

One of my favorite parts about SFC was 

the opportunity to participate in a wide 

range of activities like ASB, athletics, 

yearbook, the musicals, academic team, 

etc.. Not many share the same diverse array 

of experiences I was privileged to in my 

secondary education. But undoubtedly my 

favorite part about SFC was the ability to 

travel to two continents and four countries 

on missions trips. The ability to see global 

perspectives and cultural expressions of the 

same faith has been the greatest influencer 

on my spiritual narrative. SFC impacted my 

life threefold. (1) SFC gave me a heart for 

education and the student experience, both 

in and outside the classroom, (2) a desire 

to help people, both in my community and 

abroad, and (3) that hard work, not natural 

ability or intellect, is what defines success.

THE ABILITY TO 
SEE GLOBAL 
PERSPECTIVES 
AND CULTURAL 
EXPRESSIONS 
OF THE SAME 
FAITH HAS 
BEEN THE 
GREATEST 
INFLUENCER 
ON MY 
SPIRITUAL 
NARRATIVE.

“
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S
IMPLY PUT, PHILANTHROPY 
is the desire to promote the 
welfare of others. Drew Brees is 
a great example of a man who 

loves God passionately, gives generously, 
and does his best for God’s glory. With 
his three sons attending SFC, Drew has 
graciously supported our school with his 
valuable time, influence, and resources. 
We recently had the pleasure of sitting 
down with Drew to learn more about the 
man of God who also happens to be a star 
quarterback in the NFL.

SANTA FE CHRISTIAN (SFC): When 
did you become a Christian?

DREW BREES (DB): I gave my life to 
Christ during my junior year of high 
school, on my 17th birthday. Up until 
that point, I had gone to church but never 
took it seriously. I was just there for the 
free donuts and to hang out with my 
friends. But this particular Sunday was 
different. I had injured my knee about a 
month earlier in my high school football 
playoff game. We had been on our way 
to winning a state championship — but 
not anymore. Not only did it end my 
season, it also prevented me from playing 
basketball and baseball… two other sports 

I loved. I felt like everything was being 
taken away from me. It seems trivial now, 
but it was a tough time for a kid whose 
life revolved around sports. Then I began 
thinking, there must be more to life. 
Perhaps God had a greater plan for me. At 
the same time, our pastor was challenging 
the congregation, saying that God was 
looking for “a few good men” to lead 
his kingdom. It all began to make sense. 
I wanted to be one of God’s “few good 
men,” so I gave my life to Christ right then 
and there. 

SFC:  How does your faith play out as a 
star quarterback in the NFL?

DB: I try not to reflect too much on my 
football career as it stands right now. I 
still feel there is so much to accomplish, 
and I want to stay in the moment and 
enjoy it as much as possible. I want to 
seize every second of this experience, 
because I acknowledge and appreciate 
just how unique and rare it is. The 
responsibility and job description of 
playing quarterback in the NFL can be 
overwhelming at times. But before every 
game, I tell myself, “God has prepared 
you, and equipped you, for this moment. 
Relax, and play this game to the best of 

FOOTBALL, FAITH & FAMILY

Q&A with 
SFC Dad 
Drew Brees
 

PHILANTHROPY

NOW THE NFL’S ALL-TIME PASSING YARDS LEADER, 
professional quarterback Drew Brees was born in 
Austin, Texas, on January 15, 1979. After excelling as 
a quarterback at Westlake High School, he enrolled at 
Purdue University and led the Boilermakers to a Big 
Ten Championship and a Rose Bowl appearance.

Brees landed with the San Diego Chargers as the first 
pick of the second round of the 2001 NFL draft.

As a Charger, Brees proved himself to be one of the 
game’s best quarterbacks. After stepping in as the 
team’s full-time starter in the 2002 season, Brees led a 
young San Diego team to the playoffs in 2004.

Following the 2005 season, Brees left the Chargers as 
an unrestricted free agent and signed with the New 
Orleans Saints. For a city and a fan base still reeling 
from the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina, 
Brees was lauded for his decision.

Brees has not disappointed New Orleans fans... since 
2006, he’s been one of the game’s elite quarterbacks 
and a lock for Pro Bowl consideration on an annual 
basis. He set an NFL record with 5,476 passing yards in 
2011, also topping the league that year with a career-
best 46 touchdowns.  

More importantly, he’s made the Saints a winning team. 
In 2009, he led the franchise to victory in Super Bowl 
XLIV, earning the game’s MVP honor along the way.

Brees has also made valuable contributions to the 
New Orleans community and elsewhere. Shortly after 
arriving in the city, he and his wife, Brittany, founded 
The Brees Dream Foundation, whose aim is to fight 
cancer and help children and families in need. Since 
its establishment, the nonprofit foundation has raised 
more than $33 million for its work.

Brees takes a knee to pray before a New Orleans Saints game.
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your ability for His glory, knowing that 
His will will be done.” There is a great 
peace and confidence in knowing this. 

SFC: What valuable lessons do children 
learn from playing football?

DB: I love all sports, and I believe they 
are so valuable for our kids. Especially 
team sports. It gives them affiliation with 
a team and they become accountable to 
that team. It forces them to work harder 
and push further for their team. It teaches 
them responsibility, accountability, trust, 
perseverance, and how to handle failure 
and success. 

Football is the ultimate team sport. No 
other sport requires that many players 
to all come together for a common goal 
and purpose. Each person playing has 
just as important a role as the next. When 
everyone embraces their role, great things 
can happen. 

SFC:  Tell us more about your national 
flag football league, Football ‘N’ America. 

DB: We created Football ‘N’ America 
(FNA) to be the standard for youth flag 
football in America! We wanted to create 
an environment where boys and girls 
could learn the fundamentals of the game 
of football, develop a love and passion for 
the game, and create the greatest youth 
sports experience for these kids and their 
families within a safe environment. It’s a 
great way to bring communities together 
on a Friday night, to enjoy spending time 
together, and to watch their kids play and 
develop all the life skills that come with 
being part of a team.

 

 

 

SFC: Why did you and Brittany choose 
SFC for your kids? 

DB: Brittany and I did a lot of research 
with schools — both public and private — 
when considering the best environment 
for our kids. After speaking with many 
parents, it became evident that Santa Fe 
Christian was at the top of the list. I will 
never forget going to our first chapel 
service at Santa Fe Christian on a Tuesday 
morning a few years ago when evaluating 
each school. There was such an incredible 
feeling watching the students, teachers, 
and administrators during chapel. We 
felt a love, respect, and commitment in 
developing these children to be humble 
yet confident Christian leaders. That is 
exactly what we wanted for our children. 
What I love about SFC is the commitment 
to “excellence in everything we do.” 
Whether it’s in the classroom, on the 
athletic field, or as a Christian leader in 
the community, SFC is equipping our 
children in every way. 

 

SFC: What is your family’s philosophy on 
philanthropy?

DB: In talking about philanthropy, I will 
reference back to my testimony. When I 
was sitting in church on my 17th birthday, 
I realized that my life had a much greater 
purpose. As much as I love sports and 
football, I recognize the fact that it is only 
a means to do greater things. God has 
given Brittany and I a platform, through 
my role as an NFL player, to make an even 
bigger impact in our community and in 
the lives of young people. We established 
the Brees Dream Foundation in 2003 
(when I was playing for the San Diego 
Chargers), with a goal to improve the 
quality of life for children with cancer and 
provide care, education, and opportunities 
for children and families in need. We 
broadened the scope of our foundation to 
include all the rebuilding efforts in New 
Orleans when I signed with the Saints six 
months post-Katrina... helping to rebuild 
schools, parks, playgrounds, athletic 
fields, and fund childcare programs. 
 

“As much as I love sports and football, I recognize the fact that it is only a  

means to do greater things.”  DREW BREES

Brees prays with Lower School students 
on SFC’s Beauchamp Stadium field.
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Brees with his wife, Brittany, sons 
Baylen, Bowen and Callen, and  
daughter, Rylen.
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To date, we have been able to raise $33 
million for all of these causes, with many 
other projects in the works. We also 
support SFC personally because we realize 
that a school such as this is dependent 
upon philanthropy in order to have 
the greatest impact on its students, and 
ultimately, for the kingdom of God.

 

SFC: Where do you plan to live when you 
retire?

DB: Our family has such a special 
connection with the city of New Orleans. 
To be a part of the resurgence of one of 
America’s greatest cities has been life-
changing, and as rewarding an experience 
as we could ever imagine. It was truly 
a calling to come to New Orleans back 

in 2006. In deciding where we will end 
up once I retire from football, there are 
compelling reasons for both San Diego 
and New Orleans. Without question, the 
determining factor is Santa Fe Christian. 
We love being part of the SFC family and 
look forward to many great years ahead. 
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